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INTRODUCTION 

The following pages may be regarded as a sort of supplement to my work entitled 
Successors of the Satavahanas in the Eastern D^ccan which has been published in 
the Journal oj the Department of Letters, Vol. XXVI, pp. 1-126, Calcutta 
University, 1935. The present treatise deals with the Pallavas who were for some 
time the supreme power in the Andhra country. 

In placing this dissertation before scholars, I humbly invite their attention to the 
plan that I have adopted in preparing it. It will be seen that I have tried not to be led 
astray from the terra firma of solid facts by that eagerness for theorising which is so 
common among certain recent writers on the early history of the Pallavas. 

My best thanks are due to Dr. H C. Ray. Chaudhuri of the Calcutta University for 
his encouraging sympathy and for some valuable sugestions. I am also indebted to 
Dr. B. C. Law who has kindly published this monograph in his Research Series. 



D. C SIRCAR. 

Calcutta University, 
December, 1935. 
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PAGE LINE CORRECTION 
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THE 

EHRLY PHLUWFIS 

I 

EARLy HISTORY OF THE KAftCl REGION. 

'T'HE earliest reference to Kaficipura seems to be that in the Mahahhawa (iv, 2, second 
* Sthnika) of the great grammarian Patafijali whose"date, B.C. 1 50, may now be relied 
upon" (Bom. Gaz., I, ii, p. 140). Patafijali is now generally taken to have been a contem- 
porary of the first Suftga king, Pusyamitra, who reigned from circa 185 to 149 B. C accor- 
ding to Smith (Ear. Hist. Ind., 4th ed., 208ff.). The mention of Ksficlpura in the 
Mahabhaiya goes to show that KaficI became a place of importance as early as the 
beginning of the second century B. C It is however not certain whether Kafici was of 
political or commercial importance in the age of the Mahabh&$ya. 

If traditions recorded by the Chinese pilgrim Yuan Chwang are to be believed, Kftflc 
rose to prominence even earlier than the age of the Mahabhwya. This Chinese pilgrim 
tells us that he noticed a *>tnpa about hundred feet high, built by king Aioka in the city of 
K&fici (Beal, Bud. Rec. Wes. WOT., II, p. 230). In this connection we may also note 
the mention of Afoka or Afokavarman as one of the early Pallava kings in the 
mythical portion of the later Pallava inscriptions. Hultzsch appears to be right in 
taking this Aoka or ASokavarman as "a modification of the ancient Maurya king 
Afoka". The claim of having this great Maurya emperor as predecessor is to be found 
also in the Rsjataraftgioi, the traditional history of Kashmir (i, w. 102-106). Though 
the genealogy of ASoka given in the Kashmir chronicle does not tally with the Maurya 
genealogy found in the Puranas, the description of the Kashmir king named Afoka 
"who had freed from sins and had embraced the doctrine of Jina (i.e. Buddha), covered 
u$kaletra and Vitastara with numerous st&pas", clearly shows that he is no other 
tHan the great king of Pataliputra. The inclusion of Maurya ASoksi in the traditional 
Pallava genealogy is therefore not impossible. 

If however we take the find-spots of ASokan inscriptions so far discovered in the far 
south as establishing the southernmost boundary of the Maurya empire in Afoka's time, 
it would appear that the K&flcl region lay outside that empire. Nevertheless, if traditions 
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recorded in early Tamil works are to be believed, the Maurya frontier at the time of 
Candragupta, grandfather of Afoka, possibly extended far to the south of K&fici. "We 
have seen that in the south the Maurya power, at one time, had probably penetrated as 
far as the Podiyil hill in the Tinnevelly District. In the time of Afeka, the Maurya 
frontier had receded probably to the Pennar river near Nellore, as the Tamil kingdoms 
are referred to as pracharpta or border states and are clearly distinguished from the 
imperial dominions (vijita or r&ja-visaya) which stretched only as far south as the 
Chifeldrug District of Mysore" (Raychaudhuri, Pol. Hist. Anc. Ind., 2nd ed., p. 195). 
If then the K&ftci region was once under the Mauryas, it may not be altogether impossible 
that owing to the commercial importance of its position Kafici attracted the notice of a 
Maurya emperor or a viceroy of the southernmost Maurya province, who assigned this 
Sanskritised name to a Dravidian original like Kaccippe<Ju l . 

The exhaustive list of countries, mentioned in Gautami Balafri's inscription, over 
which Gautamiputra Sfttakanji in said to have ruled, does not mention any district of the 
far south. This fact along with the conspicuous absence of inscriptions and coins of 
Gautamiputra S&takarrji in the Andhra region possibly goes to show that the country was 
outside the kingdom of this S&tav&hana king. It must however be noticed that 
Gautamiputra Satakarni has been described in that famous Nasik Cave inscription as lord 
of the Vindhya, Rksavat, Pariyatra, Sahya, Krsnagiri (Kanheri), possibly riiaila 
(maca'siri'tana - Martya in or $ri-s/ana ?), Mahendra, Malaya, Setagiri and Cakora 
mountains. Malaya and Mahendra, quite wellknown in Sanskrit literature, have been 
identified respectively with the Western Ghats (to the south of Nilgiri) and the Eastern 
Ghats. If there is in the list really the name of Sri&tila, it is to be found in the 
Kurnool District of the Madras Presidency. Cakora has been mentioned along with 
in me MINIMS it is therefore possible that Gautamiputra b&takarni claimed 

of southern India. Since there is no mention of the 
Gautamiputra's kingdom does not appear to be 

-, .... >J / ^ ..njjoitant point in this connection is the king's epithet 

1 ! Lays that his war-horses drank water from the 
*' ~ Ascription does not refer to the conventional catuh- 

., K ., .,. , +, *"V, V , (three seas) which evidently signifies the Western 

^ngal) and the Southern sea (Indian Ocean). The 
Murya Candragupta and the southern expeditions of 
n, of the Ratrakutas of Malkhed and later of iv&ji and 

An 5! low iiidi ii w*:> *1 n lost a custom with great Deccan kings to lead expedi- 
tions to the far south. Is it impossible that Gautamiputra Satakarrii's vague claim of 



1 . At the time of Aioka, the southernmost NUurya province had its headquarters at Suvatyagiri which has 
been identified by Hultzsch with Kanakagiri in the Nizam's dominions to the louth of Maski (Corp, t*9. 
l t p. xxxviu). 
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suzerainty over the whole of Southern India originated from such a southern 
expedition? 1 

The Amaravati inscription of V&sisthiputra Pulum&vi (A. S. 8. 1., I,, p. 100 ; pi. 
LVI. no. IX Amaravati inscription of &ivamaka $&ta (siri-Sivamaka-Sada ; ibid., p. 61 
pi. LVI, no. 2), Chinna inscription of Gautamiputra Yajfia &takarr)i (Ep. 2nd , I, p., 
95), Kodavali inscription of VAsitfhiputra Candra &ti (CatfaS&ta; ibid., XV11L pp. 316 
ff<) and the Myalcadoni inscription of Pulum&vi (ibid.. XIV, p. 155) however clearly show 
that the successors of Gautamiputra ^takarni certainly ruled in the Andhra region. This 
southerly extention of the Satavahana power may have been due to the rise of the house 
of Cabana who seems to have established himself at Ujjayint and to have been a 
contemporary of the Greek geographer Ptolemy (c. 140 A. D.) and of the Sat&vahana king 
V&si$f.hiputra Pulum&vi, son of Gautamiputra SfttakarnL We know from the Junagadh 
inscription (ibid., VIII, pp. 44 ff.) that Ca?{ana's grandson Rudradaman (c. 130-150 A-D.), 
who for sometime ruled conjointly with his grandfather, 8 was reigning over some of the 
countries that were formerly under the possession Gautamiputra &takarr)i. 

The occupation of the AndhradeSa and adjoining districts by the later S&tav&hanas 
is also proved by numismatic evidence. According to Rapson (Cat. Q. Brit. Mus. t p 
Ixxi), the Satavahana coins found in the Kistna-Godavari region "fall into two classes 
distinguished from each other both by their type and their fabric/' In the district of 
the first fabric, coins of the following five kings have been found (ibid., Ixxii) : 

1 . V&si$thiputra gri*Pulum&vi, 

2. Vasi$thlputra 5ivari ^takarni, 

3. Vasitfhiputra fri-Candra &ti, 

4. Gautamiputra &> Yajfia atakarni, and 

5. ^n-Rudra 



In the district of the second fabric are found coins struck by the following three 
kings (ibid., p. Ixxiv) : 

1 . ri<Candra &ti, 

2. Gautamiputra &i*Yajfta ^takarpi, and 

3. gri-Rudra 



Sooie lead coins found in the Anantapur and Cuddapah Districts have been^ taken 
by Rapfeft to have belonged to some feudatories of the S&tav&hana kings (ibid., 
p. Ixxxi). This suggestion appears to be supported by the following facts. Firstly, in the 

1* A Nftsik inscription possibly refers to t southern expedition led by GautAmlputra Sit*k*rni who seems 
to htve once encamped at Vniiayanri. Vtijtytnti which was Inter the capital of the Cutu S*takar?is and 
after them of the Kadambas has been identified with modern Banav&si in the North Kanara District of the 
Bombay Presidency. 

2. fUychaudhuri, Op. <*Y., pp. 317ff. 
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Chttaldrug District has been found a coin of one Sadakana (&atakarni) Kajalaya Maharafhi 
who was most probably a feudatory of the great Satavahanas ; secondly, the Myakadoni 
(Bellary District) inscription of Pulumavi shows that the BeUary region was called the 
janapada (district) 6f Satavahanihara and that it was under the rule of a governor 
(mahdsenapati) whose name was Skandanaga. This fact seems to show that the southern 
districts of the Satavahana kingdom were ruled by military chiefs. 

From what has been said above it is perfectly clear that the dominions of the later 
Satavahanas extended as far as the borders of the district of Kanci. We shall now 
consider the question whether Kanci could have formed a part of the Satavahana 
kingdom. 

There is no epigraphic evidence to prove that the Satavahana kings ruled over KaficI ; 
but certain lead coins with ''ship with two masts" on one side and the Ujjain symbol 
on the other have been discovered on the Coromandel coast between Madras and 
Cuddalore. "That they belong to the Andhra (Satavahana) dynasty seems certain from 
the Ujjain symbol which forms their reverse type, and from such traces as remain of the 
coin-legend. On the solitary specimen on which these traces admit of any probable 
restoration the .inscr. appears to be intended for Siri'Pu[luma\viso (no. 95, p. 22 ; 
pL V)". 1 Of course, mere discovery of some coins of a certain dynasty in a certain area 
may not prove that that particular area was under the direct control of the rulers of that 
dynasty. But this distinct type of ship-coins found exclusively in the Coromandel coast 
possibly supports the view that at least the issuer (or issuers) of the ship-coins had some 
sort of political supremacy over the coast region. But who ruled the coast country 
during the time of the later Satavahanas who had most probably issued the 
Jiip'uuins ? 

"The coast-region in which these coins are found 

bited by the Colas ; but before the middle of the 

, .^^ , _ . , . . _ p assec j j nto t h e power O f t h e Pallavas who were 

" - --* *"" '^~ r Andhras (i. e., Satavahanas)." 2 This view however 

' - r th e evidence of the Perilous of the Erythraean 

t> it tiuj nit ( t t- i uif tffl mi it) I hMklllV 

* * name of Kaficipura in the Periplus as this work 

uot -. iioi run HUM i. VMVK MM *-*iMusHve list of cities and towns of the countries about which 
a ^Mwau>. T. ic i\ it u i i< wi4 >i i was possibly not a separate political unit at the age of this 
woik (u SO A. D). Tlu. / aiplus says : " 59. From Komari ( = mod. Kumarika) 
towards the south (actually toward NNE) this region extends to Kolkhi ( - Karkai on the 
Tamrapanji in the Tinnevelly Dist. ; Smith, op. dt. f p. 469) ; and it belongs to the 



1. Ibid., pp. Ixxxi ii 

2. Ibid., p. Ixxxii. 
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Pandian kingdom. Beyond Kolkhi there follows another district called thi Coast country 
(-Coromandel or Cola-mai?<Jala coast), which lies on a bay, and has a region inland 
called Argaru ( - Uragapura - mod. UraiyQr near Tanjore). ...... 60. Among the market- 

towns of these countries and the harbours where the ships put in from Damirika and from 
the north, the most important are, in order as they lie, first Kamara, then Poduka, then 
Sopatma ; in which there are ships of the country coasting along the shore as far as 
Damirika ; and other very large made of single logs bound together called Sangara ; but 
those which make the voyage to Khryse and to the Ganges are called Kolandia and are 
very large." We do not definitely know whether any of these three ports mentioned 
by the Periplus belonged to the district of Kafici ; but the fact that the Periplua after 
referring to the Coast country refers to Masalia ( - District round Masulipatam) possibly 
suggests that the borders of the Coast country touched, in the age of the Periplua, those 
of the district round Masulipatam. This suggestion, it should be noticed, is in accord 
with the tradition which says that "the Chola country (Cholamantjalam) was bounded 
on the north by the Pennar and on the south by the southern Vellaru river ; or, in other 
words, it extended along the eastern coast from Nellore to Pudukottai, where it abutted on 
the Paotfya territory" (Smith, op. cit., p. 480). . . 



In the Geography of Ptolemy (c. 140 A. D.) who gives a fairly exhaustive list of 
countries, cities and important places, we do not find the name of K&ftei ; but the 
district of KSLficI can be satisfactorily identified from Ptolemy's map of India. The order 
of the position of countries in the east coast has been thus given in Ptolemy's 
Geography, VIII, i : 

1. Country of the Pandiones ("-Paoqlyas) with' its capital at Modoura 
( - Madura) 1 25 1 6 20', ruled by Pandion ( 89) ; 

2.* District of Batoi ( 90) with its metropolis at Nisamma 125 10' 10 30' 
(12); 

3. Coast of the Soringoi ( = Colas) with its capital at Orthoura 130 16 20', 
ruled by S Amagos (91); 

4. Arouarnoi with its capital at Malanga 130" 13, ruled by Basaronagos 

(92); and 

5. District of the Maisfiloi (called Maisdlia in 15) with its metropolis at' 
Pitundra 135 18 ( 93). '. 

It is clear from the situation of the above countries t that on the way from the 
district of Masulipatam . to the Po<Jya country, i.e., to the south of the former, lay first 
the country of Arouamoi, then the coast of the Soringoi, and then Batoi, Jhiis "coast 
of the Soringoi" is evidently the same as the "Coast country" of the Periplus which- 
seems to represent the Cola-maijcjala of Sanskrit literature. Its capital Orthoura appeals 
therefore to be the same as Argaru of the Periplus, and UraiyQr (-Uragapura) .ef ; tfc 
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present day 1 . But what about this Arouarnoi which has not been mentioned in the 
Periflus, but has been placed between the Cola^marjdala and Masulipatam by Ptolemy ? 
in this connection it is interesting to note what Prof. S. K. Aiyangar says about the 
countries of'this coast. "The east coast region, however, beginning with the river Vellar 
flowing across the state of Pudukottah now and emptying itself into the Bjy of Bengal 
which marked the orthodox southern boundary of the Cholas, constituted the Chola- 
maocjalam which actually extended northwards therefrom to as far as the river South 
Pennar wKere began the division known as Aruv&n&cju, which extended.north-wards 
Along the coast almost as far as the Northern Pennar" (Intro, to Pallavas of Kanchi by 
R, Gopal&i, p. xi-ii). There can hardly be any doubt that this Aruv&n&du between the 
Northern and Southern Pennars is the Arouarnoi of Ptolemy's Geography. This Arouarnoi 
is practically the same as the K&fici*maQ<Jala, i.e. the district round K&fici. It must 
however be noticed that the capital of this district, in the time of Ptolemy, was at 
Malanga which appears from Ptolemy's map to have been far to the north of K&ftci. 

It now appears that the Cola-mancjala or the Cola coast which at the time of the 
Periplus was possibly bounded by the P&oq|ya country in the south and the Masuli 
district in the north was divided into two kingdoms in the age of Ptolemy (c. HO A. D.). 
What is however more interesting is that in the time of the Greek Geographer, the 
Cola-mancfcla proper was being ruled by a king named S6r*nd0a, while Aruv^nacju, 
the northern part of the former Cola kingdom, was under the rule of a king named 
BasarO'ftdgra. We can not be definite whether these two names really represent Indian 
names like Sura-nSga (or Sorya-naga) and Vajra-naga (or Var$a-naga) ; but there can be 
no doubt that in Ptolemy's time the Cola kingdom as well as the district roupd K&ficl was 
ruled by princes who belonged to the family of the Nagas. The existence of the Nftgas in 
*u^ r^rp*.^! ^rf wpr ,r ^K C funher supported by the existence of a city called 
_ ^ ^.^ _ _ or ^ another of the same name in the Cola country. 

* T0a. It is however difficult to ascertain whether 
,ru> IMMMO IKVM.I irtni-ii ^itrtHt \ Uraga^pura)" was being ruled by the Nagas 

--- I*, of i tf/</*tfs. nevertheless the name supports a conjecture 

o, , w ^ -. ^^ - M . uic heart of the Cola country was under the Nigas. 8 

- < HI 125 15' Iflff has been mentioned by Ptolemy (Oeoy , 
.an however hardly be identic*! with Argaru (Ur*g*purt) 

f l ' / r 'aces J|^ the Coast country beyond the fonprfom of Pandion. 

Hoiemv v ArRuu m me t* <jvd country is evidently, jhe same as Uragapura mentioned by j|jidlsa as the 
capital of the Tar J,a I 6 P j J ' rf rn r O) That Uragapura of these two Greek authors' different is also 
proved by the tact that while the Peripfa* has it as "a region inland called Argaru", Ptolemy's map places the 
city just on the sea-shore (Plates in La Qeograpkie de Ptolem&e par Renou, Paris, 1925). 

2. h may alternatively be suggested that Ungapura is really a Sanskritised form of the Tamil name 
UratyOr (family, "city of greatness" ?). -We must however notice that AS early *i the beginning of the 
Christian eta fa locality (or localities) was known to foreigners not as UraiyQr, but as Uragapura (cf. 
Argaru). 
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In this connection we should also notice the Buddhist traditions of Ceylon and 
Siam which s v peak of a Niga country on the coatst near the "Diamond Sands/' to the 
south of Dantapura, between the mouth of the Ganges and Ceylon (Cunningham, 
Anc. Geog. Ind.. ed. 1934, pp. 61 M2). This country has been called Majerika. We do 
not know whether Majerika is the same as Masulifca (Masulipatam) or a district named 
after the Manjhira branch of the Godavari, or it is Ptolemy's Arouarnoi where the N&ga 
king Basaro-n&ga once ruled. But the traditions seem to support the existence of a Nl|a 
country on the eastern coast. Much value of the traditions is however vitiated by the fact 
that the epochs to which the two traditions refer are irreconcilable. The Ceylonese tradition 
gives the date as B. C 157, while the Siamese tradition gives A.D. 310-313. If we 
believe in the latter tradition (and also in the fact that the tradition refers to the Nigas 
of the Coromandel coast), the Pallavas would appear to have risen to prominence 
after A. D. 313. This however seems to be improbable. 

Before the middle of the second century therefore not the Pallavas but the N&gas 
were ruling the coast country. 

As scholars generally take Ptolemy's Siriptolemaios (siivPulum&vi), ruler of Baithina 
(Paithan in ihe Aurangabad Dist.) to be the same as Visisthiputra irJ-Pulym&vi, son of 
Gautamiputra Satakarni, we see that Basan>n&ga, ruler of the K&ftel region, and SAr- 
n&ga, ruler of the Cola-mancjala, reigned contemporaneously with this S&tav&hana king 
who possibly was the first to establish the S&tav&hana power in the Andhra country 
(Pol, Hist. Anc. Ind., 2nd ed., p. 313) 1 . It may not be altogether impossible that the 
successors of Basaro-nSga acknowledged the suzerainty of the powerful successors of 
V&si$thiputra Pulum&vi, such as the great Grautamiputra Yajfia Sttakaroi, It should be 
noticed here that Pulum&vi of the ship-coins appears to be the same as the king of the 
Myakadoni inscription, who was probably a successor of Vasitfhiputra Pulum&vi and was 
the last king of the direct S&tavihana line. 



1. VisitfhiputfA Pulum&vi hat been ctlled "lord of the DakfiQ&pttha" in the Nuik mscription of year 1$. 
In line 12 of the Junag&dh inscription (Ep. Ind., VIII, pp. 44 ff.), the &ika king Rudrtdtman (c, 130^150 A.1X) 
mtntiom hij Siuv&hana contemporary (Putum&vi ?) as u Slukaml, lord 



II 

RISE OF THE PALLAVAS* 

CCHOLARS are now generally of opinion that the Pallavas were not indigenous 
** to the K&fici region. Thus Prof. S. K. Aiyanger says, "The Pallavas seem neverthe- 

less to have been foreign to the locality as far as our evidence takes us at present" (op. 

vit., p. x). The question is now : When did the Pallavas attain political supremacy 

in the K&ftci region ? 

We have already seen that about the middle of the second century A. D., when 
Ptolemy is known to have written his Geography, the above region was being ruled 
by the Nagas. The Pallavas therefore could not have ruled as a recognised political 
power in the same locality before the middle of the second century of the Christian 
era. They are however believed to have risen to prominence certainly before the 
middle of the fourth century A. D. which is the time of Samudragupta's Allahabad pillar 
inscription. This record, as we all know, mentions a certain kanceyaka Vir?ugopa 
with whom the Gupta king (c. 330-375 A. D.) came in conflict during his South Indian 
compaign. This "Visougopa, ruler of Kafici" has been unanimously taken to have 
belonged to the Pallava family. 

To about the same period should be assigned the Mayidavolu (Ep. Ind., VI, 84) 
?nd Hirahadagalli (ibid., I, p. 2.) grants of the Pallava ruler Sivaskandavarman, and 

VIII, p. 143) dated in the .reign of a Pallava king 
7".. grants are written in Prakrit and are unanimously 
cpigraphic records of the Pallavas. There is 
-cgarding the date of these epigraphs. But, as we 
k '*y appear to belong to the first half of the fourth 
r^trre seem to have attained political supremacy in 
* of the second but before the beginning of the fourth 
., ie next question would be : Who were the Pallavas 
mastery over the Kafici region from the hands 



It is almost certain that the Pallavas originally were executive officers under the 
Satav&hana kings 1 . They were most probably in charge of the government of districts 
with titles like Maharathi and Mahasenapati, i. e. governor. There is inscriptional 
evidence to prove that the Satavahana kings took their officers from the families of 

I. Aiy*ngar, Op. cit., p. xv ; Sewell, Hist. Ins. 8. Ind., s.v. f C. 22? A.D. 
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the Guptas and N&gas. A Nasik inscription mentions an officer named &va-'gupta, 
and the Karle inscriptions refer to Gupta and ivaskanda*Gupta {Pol. Hist. Anc. I*d. 
2nd ed., p. 332). We have already seen that a Nftga chief named Skanda^nfcga was 
ruling the Bellary District in the reign of Pulum&vi who was possibly the last S&tav&hana 
king of the main line. The Pallavas may have been officers like the Guptas and 
Nftgas. 

But, who were the Pallavas? 1 Were they identical with the people called 
Palhavas in inscriptions and literature ? Some scholars are in favour of the identifier 
tion. Their arguments may be summed up as follows. The Palhavas, i. e. the 
Parthians, are known from inscriptions and coins to have been ruling in North-Western 
India in the beginning of the Christian era. In the time of the Periplus, 'Parthian 
princes [ who ] were constantly driving each other out", were occupying the valley 
of the Indus. This people possibly pushed a little down to the south when they came 
in conflict with the Satavahana king Gautamiputra S&takar$i who is called "subduer 
of the akas, Yavanas and Palhavas." Indeed, from the Junagadh inscription of 
Rudrad|man we learn that a Palhava governer named Suvi&kha, son of Kulaipa, 
was ruling the district of Anarta 2 and Sura$tra under that great aka king. If, as it 
seems to be, the territory of the Palhavas lay not far off from the Sitavfchana kingdom, 
if they really came in conflict with the Satavahanas at the time of Gautamiputra 
3&takarni, if the Palhavas accepted offices in the government of neighbouring kings, 
and if the Satavahana government accepted services of persons belonging to the 
neighbouring tribes, there is nothing impossible in the suggestion that the Palhavas 
were employed by the Satavahana kings and eventually carved out a principality in 
the south of the Satavahana kingdom after the decline of the latter. 

1. See H. Krtshnasastri, Ep. 2nd., XV, p. 246. "The origin of the Pallavas has been obscure. A suggestion 
has been thrown out by Mr. Venkayya that they may have been connected with the Palhavas, mentioned in 
the Mah&bh&rata and the Puranas and there classified as foreigners outside the pale of Aryan society (A. Sun?* 
Hep. for 1916-17, p.217f.). It is true that here the Pallavas are so classed with the Salcas, Yavanas and 
other foreign tribes ; nevertheless the possibility of their being a class that originated from an intermingling of 
the Brahmanas with the indigenous Dravidian tribes is not altogether precluded. This presumption is confirmed 
partly by a curious statement made in the Rayakota copper plates (above, Vol. V, p. 52) that AsVatthtman, the 
Brahmana founder of the race, married a Naga woman and had by her a son called Skanda&hya, Other 
copper plates (e. g., S. 1. L t Vol. II, p. 353, w, 16 & 17) which relate a similar story mention in the name of 
$kandas*ishya the name of the eponymous king Pallava, after whom the family came to be called Pallava. Hence 
it appears almost probable that the Pallavas like the Kadambas of Banav&s! (Dy. Kan. Diet. p. 286 and 
fru 2), the Nolambas of Mysore (Rice's Mysore and Coarg from Jtw., p. 55), the Matsyas of QoVJavtoli 
(Oo^adt in the Vizagapatam district) and other similar dynasties were the products of Brfchmana interconnections 
with the Dravidian races, as the stories related of their origin indicate. The Pallavas ate however referred to in 
an early Kadamba record of the 6th century A.D. as Kshatriyas, and their earliest sovereigns Are stated to have 
4*rformed Vedic sacrifices like the Aryan kings of old." 

2. Anarta is the district round modern Dvaraka. In the Mardbhirata (XIV, 52. 59 ; 53. 1) the same 
place has been referred to both as Anartapuri and Dvlrak*. 

2 
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We however think that there are some very strong grounds against the identifica- 
tion of the PaJlavas with the people called Palhava (i. e., the Parthians). If the people 
who were called Palhava at the time of Gautamiputra Satakarru and 'Rudradaman, 
that is to say, during the first half of the second century A. D-, is the same 
as the Pallavas whom we find stationed at Kafici at about the end of the third century, 
how are we to explain the fact that the latter have never been called Palhava either 
in the records of their own or in records and works that refer to them? It is 
improbable that within the short period of about 150 years a tribe had utterly 
forgotten its original name, so much so that not even for once did its members use 
that name in the whole course of their history, though Indian literature in all succeeding 
ages has recognised a tribe named Palhava, sometimes even side by side with Pallava. 

Another important point in this connection is that in the Hirahadagalli grant the 
earliest known Pallava king, Sivaskandavarman, who appears to have ruled in the 
first quarter of the fourth century A- D., is reported to have performed the Asvameda 
sacrifice. There is no evidence that kings belonging io foreign dynasties or tribes 
like the Saka, Kuana, Gurjara, Huoa and others ever performed the Horse-sacrifice, 
even when they were Hinduised. It seems highly improbable that a foreigner 
would be very favourable to the obnoxious practices followed during the course of 
this sacrifice. Unless an immigrant tribe hopelessly forgets its self and imbibe utter 
orthodoxy of Hinduism, it seems impossible for its members to be able to expose 
their wives to such indelicate practices as are necessary in performing the Horse- 
sacrifice 1 . The performance of this out-and-out Brahmanical sacrifice by the earliest 
known Pallava king seems to go against the theory of foreign origin of the Pallavas. 

T!, ... : ,-.::_'.*;* -,* i: that the family of the Pallavas is known even from 

- J *~ the Bharadvaja gotra 2 . This Bharadvaja gotra 
~ torn the gctra of any earlier dynasty that ruled 
of the main line, whose records the Pallavas 



WJ LIOU to Dr. H. C. Raychaudhuri of the Calcutta University. For 

r ^'ikla^Yajurveda, XXIl-XXV, with Mahtdhara's commentary thereon. 

>- >. Mantra to be uttered by the queen of the performer of 

ma nayatt ha^cana / ba$iistyabval{a\i subhadrik&m 



</a/u/y(U(. f^^L p t w t iuui^iL. N aiiok.iw t/iuuira, the queen sits (according to Mahidhara, lies down) beside 
the sacnfica! h?- Qti-cn +" vhhmt raturafr padah sampranaray&va ; Adhvaryu : svarge loikc 
proryuvatttatn. Aher the Adhvaryu covers the bodies of the queen and the horse with a sheet of cloth, the 
queen says: r?d vd/'t retodha reto dadhtitu, and then according to Mahidhara: mahisi srayam^ev** 
d*fa-*i*nam=a*r^a sva-yonau sth&payati. See also tiatapatha-Brahmaiiia, Xlil, iv. 2 and Successors 
of the SMavahanaa in the Eastern Deccan, p, 11 1 . 

2. According to K P. Jayaswa! (Hist. Ind., p. 182), "The Pallavas were a branch of the Vikatakas.'* 
The theory however is obviously untenable, as the former is known to have belonged to the Bharadvaja gotra,. 
while the latter belonged to the Vijnuvrddha gotra. 
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imitated in drawing theirs, did never specially mention their own gotra. The Vif?buka<$a 
Cuti>atakamis however called themselves M&navya-gotra'H&ritl'putra. This title 
was imitated by the Kadambas who succeeded the Cutu batakarnis in the Kuntala j 
country. The Calukyas who appear to have originally been provincial governors. 
under the early Kadambas, got the title in their turn along with the sovereignty of . the 
Kanarese country. Since the Pallavas do not use metronymics like their predecessors 
and since their Bharadvaja gotra cannot be reasonably proved to have been imitated 
from any preceding ruling dynasty of the Deccan, it seems possible that they were 
originally Brahmanical Hindus of the Bharadvaja gotra and therefore belonged to 
Northern India 1 . 

Pariini (IV. I. 117) seems to say that the Suftgas belonged to the Bharadvaja gotra. 
From the Puranas we know that the Sufigas succeeded the Mauryas on the throne of 
Magadha, and the Malavikagnimitra informs us that a secondary capital of the Surtgas 
was at Vidtfa (mod. Bhilsa in the Jubbalpore District). Is it altogether impossible that 
the Pallavas really were a branch of the Suftgas of VidiSa, who gradually pushed to 
the south, took services under the Satavahanas and eventually carved out a principality 
in the Kanci region 2 1 The fact that the Pallavas never try to connect themselves with 
the solar and lunar dynasties, famous in Indian legends, at least seems to show that they 
belonged originally to a Brahman family of Northern India. If a Brahman family 
rises to royal dignity, it can hardly look back for past glory to the Sorya and Candra 
Varpsris which were K?atriya dynasties. They can however claim connection with 
Bharadvaja Drona, the great epic king of Northern Pancala, who was a Brahman 
by birth, but took the profession of the K?atriyas. Cf. the case of the Sena kings of 
Bengal, who refer to themselves in their inscriptions as 



But, how did the Pallavas occupy the Kanci region which was once under the 
Nagas 1 This question is difficult to answer, as we know nothing definitely about 

1. Ths Puranic genealogy of the Pallavas, based of the name of their gotrars.i, does not appear to have 
been imitated. See Fleet, Bom. Qax,., I, n. p. 342, note. "The Purinic genealogy of the R&styrakQtas makes 
its first appearance in the Sapgli grant (2nd. Ant., Vol. XII, p. 247). The pretended historical genealogy of the 
Western Gangas may have been concocted a little earlier, but was more probably devised about A. D. 950 
(Ep. Ind^ Vol. Ill, p. 169). The Cola PurSriic genealogy is apparently first met with in the Kalihgattu-Purani 
(Ind. Ant., Vol. XIX, p. 329) which was composed in the reign of the Eastern Chalukya king Kulottunga 
Choladeva I, A. D. 1063-11 12. And the Puranic genealogy of the Eastern Gaftgas of Kaliftganagara is first 
presented in a record of A. D. 1118*19 (Jc!., Vol. XVIII, p. 165). The Puranic genealogy of the Pallavas 
is the earliest such pedigree that has as yet come to light. And possibly the discovery of it in some ancient 
record set the later fashion which became so general." 

2. It may be noted that the early Gaftgis claimed to have belonged to the Kinviyana gotra. Thus they 
claim connection with the famous K&nvyana royal line that succeeded the Sungas on the throne of Magadha. We 
however do not know whether the claim can be an imitation, nor do we know whether the family*name 

has anything to do with the famous North Indian river named Gaftga. 
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the Pallava kings who rated before Sivaskandavartnan, or his father whose name is- 
as yet unknown 1 * Indeed, later Pallava inscriptions, such as the Kas&kudi plates 
of I^ndivwtna^Pallavamalla (S. Ind. In*., II, p. 342), the Velurpalaiyam plates of 
Nandivarman HI (ibid., p, 508) and the Vayalur pillar inscription of R&jasirpha (Ep~ 
Ind., XVIII, p. 150), have mentioned the names of some early Pallava kings otherwise 
unknown and have traced the Pallava pedigree from Lord Brahman, through His 
descendants, Aftgiras, Brhaspati, Sarflyu, BharadvSja, Droga, ASvatthaman, Pallava 
and Aoka (or ASokavarman). There can be no question about the unhistoricity of 
this part of the genealogy; It is obviously fabricated on the basis of the name of 
the gotrartf of the Pallava family. We know that the Pallavas belonged to the 
Bh&radvaja gotra which has the pravaras, Bharadvaja Aftgirasa and B&ihaspatya. 
Pallava is evidently the eponym, while ASokavarman "can scarcely be considered a 
historical person, but appears to be a modification of the ancient Maurya king ASoka." 

It must be noted that the order and from of names mentioned after ASokavarman 
in the mythological part of the Pallava genealogy are not uniform in the different 
inscriptions. Hultzsch therefore remarked on this part of the Kasakudi grant (S. Ind. 
Ins., II, p. 343), "It must rather be concluded that, at the time of Nandivarman nothing 
was known of the predecessors of Sirjihavishou but the names of some of them, 
and that the order of their succession and their relation to each other and to the subse- 
quent line of Sirphavishou, were then entirely forgotten." This part of the Pallava genea- 
logy may be compared with the mythical genealogy of the Calukyas about which Fleet 
says, "For the above account (soil. Calukya genealogy before Pulike&n 1), a certain 
amount of foundation may be derived from the fact that from the time of Puhkeain II 
tiie Western Crmlukvas were constantly at war with the Pallavas, who were 
" ' ' - - .~^ Toes, coupled with a tradition of the later Kadambas 
" .ally was a certain Trinetra or Trilochana. But in 
---- - ^ / , * iju of vague legends and Puranic myths of no autho- 

" ' "' 2). It is therefore difficult to believe that the mythical 
. . _,,,, ~ ......... ,-,,, ,, much US eful for the purpose of authentic history. 

tew suggestions. 



,,j 



inscription says that Virakurca, sonofCota- 
w,' loyalty along with the hand of a Naga princess (cf. 
i './</=- rdja-cihnam = akhilam). We have seen above that 
the Nagas were ruler: of ths Kafici region before the rise of the Pallavas 
irt that locality; it is therefore not impossible that VirakQrca married the heiress 

1. According to Sewell (Hist. Ins. S. Ind., p. 17), "Bappa". i.e. the father of Sivaskandavarman, 
wwanamewstimed by Jayavarmanofthe Kondamudi grant This theory b untenable in view of the fct that 
Jayavarman belonged to the Bfhatphaliyana^otra, but the Pallavas are known to have belonged to the Bh&radvaja, 
gotra. See my note In Jowrn, Andh. Hist. Res. 8oc., VIM p. 105 ; also Sue. S. East. Dee., p.53n. 
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of the last N&ga king of Malanga and thus became the first Pallava* king of 
the district round K&fici. 1 Some very late inscriptions (of about the llth century)* 
mention a king named Trilocana as the earliest illustrious ancestor of the 
Pallavas. He is also called Trinetra, Trinayana, Mukkartfi-Pallava and Mukkaofi-Ki<Ju- 
vetti (Butterworth, Nellore Inscription*, 1, p. 389, II, p. 671 ; cf. Ep. Ind.. XI, p. 349). 
He is described as having, like iva, a third eye on the forehead and is believed by some 
scholars to have been a historical person who was the founder of the Telugu-Pallavas and 
who ruled over tracts of the Telugu country (An, Rep, 8. L Ep. 1916, p. 138 ; Iyenger r 
History of the Tamils, 364, 384). The historicity of this Trilocana-Pallava is impossible 
in view of the facts that a similar Trilocana is said to have been the progenitor of the 
Kadambas in some Kadamba inscriptions of about the same period (Ep. Cam., VII. Sk. 
236) and that all the early Pallava records deny the possibility of the existence of any 
such early king named Trilocana-Pallava. Many scholars have now discarded this 
Trilocana as purely mythical. "The name Trilocana seems to have passed from the 
Kadamba inscriptions of the west to the Pallava inscriptions of the east" (Moraes, 
Kadamba-kula, p. 8, note 1). 

(ii). The name of the father of Virkorca who was possibly the first king of ther 
family was Cdta-pallava. May Pallava, the name of the dynasty, have anything to do- 
with the second sylable of the name of the first Pallava king's father ? 2 

(iii). A successor of Virakdraca was Skandaiisya who came in conflict with a 
king named Satyasena (verse 7). Was this Satyasena in any way connected with the 
Palakkaka Ugrasena of the Allahabad pillar inscription, who possibly ruled at Palakkacja 
(sometimes a seat of Pallava government) in the Nellore region ? 

(iv). Another successor of Virakuraca was Kumaravisou (verse 8) who is credited 
with the siezure of Kafici (grhlla-k&ncinaQara\ Does it mean that the Pallavas first 
ruled at Malanga, the Naga capital, which possibly lay somewhere to the north of K&fici 



1. Many scholars think that the Cuju-S&takarnis of Kuntala were N&ga* and that the father-in-law of 
Pallava Virakdrca belonged to the family of these CufU'N&gas. Since we have proved N&ga occupation of 
the K&nc! region just before the rise of the Pallavas, the above suggestion seems to be more plausible. Mr. 
Jayaswal (Hist. Ind., p. 189) is inclined to identify the N&ga relations of the Pallavas with the Bh&raswas (possibly 
Nagas) of Central India. His arguments however are not convincing. 

2, I have elsewhere suggested that the names Kadamba, and Pallava are possibly of totemistic origin. 
Tree-names like Kadamba, of tribes and families, many of which are totemistic, are quite common in India. 
When, on the other hand, we find that a sept of ths Mundas is called Chirko i.e. mushroom (Risley, Tribes and 
Castes of Bengal, II, 1892, p. 103) and another is called. Sewar i.e. moss (p. 108) and that a totemistic section of 
the Rauttas is called Khariaie. blade of grass (p. 123), the possibility of Pallava, i.e. twig, having originally a 
totemistic significance in connection with the Pallavas may not appear altogether impossible. Risley (p. 47) mentions 
Pallab as a subcaste of the Go&l&s of Bengal. This evidently is a corruption of the Sanskrit word fttffeM* 
meaning "cow*herd". 
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and that Kum&ravijiju was the first Pallava king to have his capital at Kafici ? l Had the 
Colas, then, become again master of their country and occupied the N&ga territory 
as far as the city of K&flci ? , 

(v). A successor of Kumaraviou was Buddhavarman, who is called submarine fire 
to the sea that was the Cola army (cola-sainy-artiava-vdclav-agni\ Does it signify the 
continuation of the war with the Colas, which we have supposed to have begun in the 
reign 



1. If this Kum&ravignu u> identical with Kumaravicu 1 of the Chcndalur grant, the above suggestion 
s improbable. K&ffc! became the capital of the Pallavas long before the time of Kum&ravinu I. Ih that case 
would pos.ibly mean recovering Kaffc! from the temporary occupation of the Colas. ' 



Ill 

DATE OF SlVASKANDAVARMAR 

HTHE Mayidavolu and Hirahadagalli grants of Sivaskandavarman and the British 
* Museum grant dated in the reign of king Fy^a-Skandavarman are the earliest 
available records of the Pallavas. They are written in Prakrit, while the later epigraphs 
of the early Pallavas are in Sanskrit. We have already noticed that there is a controversy 
over the date of these records and, therefore, of the Pallava rulers named 
ivaskandavarman and Skandavarman, to whom they belong. Fleet thought that 
these kings should be placed after the Pallava king Vinugopa mentioned in the 
Allahabad pillar inscription (Bom. Gaz. t I, ii, 319). According to this scholar therefore 
the two Pallava kings reigned about the last quarter of the fourth century A. D 
Prof. Dubreuil (Anc- fits Dec-, p. 70), on the other hand, assigns Sivaskandavarman, 
whom he indentifies with F#aya-Skandavarman, to about A. D. 250-275, i. e. about the. 
third quarter of the third century. It is however now generally believed that the king or 
kings mentioned in the Prakrit grants of the Pallavas ruled before the time of Visougopa 
ruler of Kafici, mentioned in the Allahabad pillar inscription (Krishnasastri, .Ep. 2nd., 
XV, p. 243 ; Jayaswal, Hist. Ind., p. 181). Here lam going to show that Sivaskanda- 
varman probably reigned in the first quarter of the fourth century and that Vijaya* 
Skandavarman of the British Museum grant was possibly a different king who seem* 
to have reigned a little later than Sivaskandavarman. 

Ptolemy who wrote his Geography about A. D. HO, mentions (VII, i, 63 and 82} 
TiastSnes ( - Castana) ruler of Ozene (Ujjayin!) and Siriptolemaios ( - siri-Pulumayi or 
mavi) ruler of Baith&na (Paithan in the Aurangabad Dist.) as his contemporaries. The 
Andau inscriptions, issued in the joint-reign of Catana and his grandson RudradSLman' 
are dated in the year 52 which must be referred to the Saka era and should correspond 
to A. D. 130 (Raychaudhuri, Pol. TfcV. Anc. Ind., 2nd ed., pp. 307 ff.). Catana's 
contemporary Pulurr&vi who has been indentified with Vasithlputra Sri Pulumfcvi, son 
of Gautamiputra atakarrii (ibid., p. 313), must also have ruled about the same 
time. 

According to the Matsj/a'Pur&na, which is the only work that gives a fuller 
list of the Satavahana kings and seems therefore to be more authentic as regards 
Satavahana chronology than the other Puraoas, the following Satavahana kings ruled 
after V&si#hiputra Pulumavi (See Rapson, Cat. C. Brit. Mus., p. Ixvii), 
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L Sivairi [&takarni] 7 years. 

2. ivaskanda S&takaroi 7 years. 

3. YajfiaSrf^atakaroi 29 years, 1 

4. Vijaya 6 years* 
5* Cartfa&i [Wkarni] 1 years. 2 

59 years. 
6. Pulom&[vi] 7 years. 3 

66 years. 

The only inscription of Puloma or Pulumavi, the last king of the list, has been 
discovered at Myakadoni in the Bellary district (Kp. M., XIV, p. 153). We therefore 
cannot be definite as regards his rule over the AndhradeSa proper. But the Amaravati 
inscriptions of Vasithiputra Pulumavi and Sivamaka Sada ( * Sivaskanda Satakami ?), the 
Chinna (Kistna Dist.) inscription of Yajna Satakaroi and the -Kodavali (Godavari Dist.) 
inscription of Cada Sata or Sati (Caocjiairl or CandraSri S&takaroi) leave no doubt 
that at least the Satavahana kings of the list, who ruled before Pulumavi of the 
Myakadoni grant, were rulers of the Andhra country (A. S. /., Vol. I, pp. 61 and 
100 ; Ep. Intl., I, p. 95 ; XVIII, p. 316). As Vsisthlputra Pulumavi son of Gautami- 
putra atakarni is known to have ruled in the second quarter of the second century, 
it appears that the Andhra country was under the Satavahana yoke at least up to the 
beginning of the third century A. D. 



f,, XVIII, p. 318), the second year of Catfa 
".. , s equivalent to A. D. 210. We may therefore 
... *,r the above kings as follows. 

- ^ -- circa A. D. 160166. 

., 167173. 

* , ^u^ui 174-202. 

203-208. 
,. 209-218. 

,V_: ^- J " ' ;r I'tirnua, Vasisthlputra Pulumavi ruled for twenty-eight 

1. The real name of this king is Yajfia Satakarni (see my note in J. R. A. S., July. 1934, p. 560 ; also 
Sue. SM. East. Dec., p. 4n). The Chinna inscription is dated in his twenty-seventh year (Ep. Ind., I, p. 95). 
The Puranic tradition ascribing a reign^period of twenty^nine years to him therefore seems to be true. 

2. The real name of the Puranic Caruiasn appears to have been Can4* (or Candra) S&takarnl He is 
oever called Candrasrt or Caruja&I in inscriptions and coins. 

3. The Myakadoni inscription (Ep. Jnd., XIV, p. 153) of Pulumtvi is dated in his eighth regnal year. He 
therefore appears to have ruled for more than seven years. 
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years. He therefore seems to have ruled from about A. D. 132 to 159. l This date; 
though approximate, corroborates the fact that V&sifthlputra iq-Pulum&vi was a content 
porary of the Greek geographer Ptdlemy who wrote his book about 140 A. D, and 
of the Saka ruler Cabana who is known to have reigned in A. D. 130, 

The Iksv&kus who succeeded the Satavahanas in the rule of the Kistna-Guntur region 
(i. e. the Andhra country) 3 must therefore have risen to prominence not before the time 
of Cao<Ja(ri) Saukaroi. The sovereignty of the Ik?vakus over the Andhrade& thus 
appears to have begun from about the end of the first quarter of the third century A-D. 
Vsi$thiputra CarptamQla I, the first known Ikwaku king, should be placed after the time 
of Caocja(^n). He could not have been a feudatory of the Satavfihanas, as he is said to 
be a performer of the Aivamedha and I ujap&ya sacrifices. According to the 
&af(ip*tha'Brahmana(V t 1.1.13),* the performance of the Vajapeya bestows on the 
performer a superior kind of kingship called Samrajya, while Kieth has rightly pointed 
out that the A^vamedha "is an old and famous rite, which kings alone can bring, to 
increase their realms" (Rel. Phil. Vefl. Upani^.p. 343). It is perfectly clear from 
statements contained in the Saudhai/ana^&rautasntra (XV f 1), the Apastamba- 
6rauta*Vtra (XX, i. 1, quoted in the Sabdakfilpadruma'PariSitfa, s. v.) and the 
Taitfiriijd'Brahma'na (111, vm, 9 4 ; V, iv, 12. 3) that a feudatory ruler could never 
perform the A^vamedha sacrifice. 4 

We do not know for how many years the Ikvaku king . Vasisthlputra C&rptamola 
I ruled over the Andhra country. It is however known from the Jaggayyapetta records 
that his son, Virapurisadata, reigned at least up to his twentieth year, while according to 

1. From a different point of view, Prof. Rapson has also come to practically the same conclusion. The 
last known date of Nahap&na, the records of whose reign, according to many scholars, are dated in the 
Saka era, is Saka 46= 124 A. D. ; his reign could not have extended much beyond that date. Gautamtputra Slta- 
karni's success over Nahap&na almost certainly took place in the eighteenth year of his reign (cf. Nasik Ins.,Ep. fad., 
VIII, p. 71; Karle Ins., ibid , VI f, p. 64). The eighteenth year of Gautamiputra is therefore A. D. 124 or 124+0. 
Gautamiputra S&takargi thus seems to have ascended the throne in A. D. 106 or 106+0. The latest inscHptional 
date of this king is year 24, which would correspond to A D. 130 or 130+2. His son V&sifthtputra Pulumivi 
appears to have lost much of his territories to the Saka ruler Rudrad&man before Pulumavi's 19th regnal year and 
before Saka 52 (A.D. 150), which is the date of Rudradaman's Junagadh inscription. According to Rapson therefore 
the accession of V&sisthiputra Pulumavi took place in about A. D. (15019=) 131. See Rapson, op. *#., pp. xxvi 
ii, xxx, xxxvi'vih. The chronology we have proposed here would place Vasifthiputra Pulumlvi Approximately 
in A. D 132*159 and Gautamiputra Sitakarni, who seems to have ruled for about 24 years, in A. D. 107*131. 

2. The Iksvaku records have been discovered at Jaggayyapetta in the Nandigram tllulta of the 
Kistna District (Ind. Ant., XI, p. 257) and at Naganumkonda in the Patnad taluk* of the Guntur District 

XX, p. I). 

3. Cf.r&ja vai r&ja*Vyen=eijti>a bhavati, 8atnra4=>tfijapeyen<*fowant ki r^jymp, 



4, See Kieth, Black Tajus. pp. cxxii-iv ; and my note in Ind. Ouft.,\, p. 311 ; also Sue. 8M. 
ftp. 107 ff. Set moreover the Appendix below, pp. 20 ff., where the whole question has 
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the Kottampalugu record, Ehuvula Carptamola II, successor of Vtrapurisadata and the 
last known king of the dynasty, ruled at least up to his eleventh year. It is therefore 
reasonable to suppose that these three lk?v&ku kings together ruled for about more than 
half a century. The end of the reign of Camtamola II thus appears to have fallen in the 
fourth quarter of the third century A. D. 

According to the evidence of the Mayidavolu grant, dated in the reign of 
Sivaskandavarman's father, the Andhrapatha (i. e. the Andhra country) with its 
headquarters at Dhamfiakada (Dh&nyakataka) passed from the Iksvakus to the possession of 
the Pallavas. Pallava Sivaskandavarman, who was like CamtamQla I a performer of the 
great Vajapeya and Aivamedha sacrifices, was preceded in the suzerainty of the 
Andhrapatha at least hy his father who must have ruled the country after Ehuvula 
Camtamula II. Sivaskandavarman therefore can hardly be placed earlier than A. D. 300. 
This view, moreover, can be confirmed by an altogether different line of argument. 

There is a great linguistic difference between the grants oi; Pallava bivaskandavarman 
and the records of the Iksvaku kings. Like the Satavahana grants and all other early 
Prakrit inscriptions, the Iksvaku records found at Jaggayyapetta and Nagarjunikonda 
express double-consonants by single letters. The Mayidavolu and Hirahadagalli grants 
of oivaskandavarman, on the other hand, express them, in many cases, by two letters. 
Though the grants of Sivaskandavarman are in Prakrit, the legend on the seals of both 
the grants are written in Sanskrit. The Hirahadagalli grant, moreover, ends in a 
rnafiyala which is also written in Sanskrit. This linguistic difference between the 
epigraphs of the known Ikwaku kings and those of Sivaskandavarman (one of whose 
grants is dated in the reign of his father) clearly points to the fact that there was an 
interval between the reign of the former and that of the latter. Consequently, Siva- 
skandavarman could not have ruled much earlier than the beginning of the fourth 
century A. D. He cannot however be placed later than Kanceyaka Visnugopa who 
came in conflict with Samudragupta about the middle of that century. We have 
elsewhere shown that Pallava Sivaskandavarman ruled earlier than alafikayana Deva- 
varman 'who was a predecessor of Salahkayana Hastivarman, the Vaihgeyaka 
contemporary of Samudragupta (see Ind. Cult., I, pp 498 ff ; also Ind. His*. Quart., 
IX, p. 212 and Journ. Ind. Hist., XIII, p. 37). He therefore appears to have reigned 
about the first quarter of the fourth century. 

We have elsewere shown that the word vijaya, in names like Vijaya-Skanda- 
varman, is not an integral part of the name, but is a simple honorific. 1 The name of 
the Pallava king mentioned in the British Museum grant therefore is Skandavarman- 
'Sdttie scholars think that the word iiva in the name Siva-Skandavarman, is also an 
honorific like vijaya in the other names and that the Pallava prince &va-Skandavarman 
of the Mayidavolu and Hirahadagalli grants is identical with king njVjyq>Skandavarman of 
1. Ind, Hist. Quart . IX, p. 208 ; also Sue. Sat. East. Dec., pp. 54-55. 
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the British Museum grant. The absence of any king named Sivaskandavarman and the 
existence of many Skandavarmans in the traditional list of early Pallava kings, and also 
the use of the word Siva, in the Kadamba inscriptions, as an honorific in names like 
vijaya-Siva-Mlndhltrvarmzn, vijaya'Siva'Mrge&mrmsn and w7tf//'' x &'^Kroavarman 
(II), are taken to be proofs in support of this theory. It must however be noticed that 
there is not even a single instance where the word Siva is singly used as an honorific. 
It may be argued that Siva in the names of Sivaskandavarman of the Banavasi ins- 
cription (Luders, Lisf.no. 1124) and Sivaskandavarman of the Malavalli inscription 
(ibid., no 1196) is only an honorific compounded with the names. These persons 
belonged to royal families. But Sivaskandagupta is the name of an ordinary person in 
the Karle inscription no. 19 (ibid., no. 1 105) and Sivaskandila (Sivaskandan&ga ?) is that 
of an ordinary officer in a Nasik inscription of Pulumavi (ibi<l., no. 1 124). Since 
honorifics are not known to have been used by ordinary persons, it is clear that 
Sivaskandavarman was certainly not an improper name in ancient India. The name 
of Sivaskanda atakarni in the Puranic list of the Andhra (Satavahana) kings, where no 
other king's name is mentioned with an honorific, is also in support of this suggestion. 
Since the traditional list of early Pallava kings is of very doubtful authority, we can 
hardly make out anything from the non-mention of Sivaskandavarman in it. The 
identification of Sivaskandavarman of the Mayidavolu and Hirahadagalli grants with 
Skandavarman of the British Museum grant is therefore extremely doubtful. 

As the British Mueum grant is also written in Prakrit, a linguistic consideration may 
be useful in ascertaining its date. This grant expresses double-consonants, in all cases, by 
two letters, and generally follows the spelling accepted in literary Prakrit. It has moreover 
the usual imprecatory verses in Sanskrit. There can therefore be hardly any doubt that 
the British Museum grant is later than the grants of Sivaskandavarman. Skandavarman 
seems to have been a successor (immediate successor ?) of Sivaskandavarman. 

Such linguistic considerations have led us to believe that the Pallava kings of the Prakrit 
records, Salaftkayana Devavarman of the El lore grant, Kadamba MayQra&rman of the 
Chandravalli inscription (A.R., Mys. Arc. Surv., 1929, p. 50), the Kadamba king of the 
Malavalli record (Ep. Cam., VII, Sk. no. 264), Vinhukada Satakarrii of another Malavalli 
record (ib.,no. 263) 1 and Brhatphalayana Jayavarman of the Kondamudi grant 2 may all 
be placed roughly between about the beginning and the middle of the fourth century. 3 

1. Linguistic consideration seems to suggest that the Banavasi inscription (Jnd. Ant., XIV, p. 331) 
belonged to an earlier Vinhukada Satakarni. 

2. The difference in the palaeography between the Kondamudi plates and the seal attached to them may be 
taken to suggest that Jayavarman ruled a little earlier than the time suggested by the linguistic standard of the 
Kondamudi grant, the legend on the seal is however in Sanskrit ; it therefore cannot be much earlier than 300 A.D* 

3. My paper on the Date Of Pallaca Swaakandavarman was first published in Journ. fad. 
XUt. pp. 297 ft? the question was preVbuty discussed in my paper, Dote of 6&laiikd,yaM* 

Ltd, Cult., 1, pp. 498 if. see also Sue. Sat. East. Dec., p. 74 n. 



APPENDIX 

IMPORTANCE OF THE ASVAMEDHA 

IN a note in Ind. Calt. t I, pp. 1 14-1 15, it has been suggastsd that since Madhavavar-" 
man I Vi$oukuocjin and Pravarasena I Vakataka have been called simply Maharaja 
( not Maharajadhiraja ) in the inscriptions, they are to be taken as petty feudatory 
chiefs even though they performed the A^vamedha. In support of this theory, Prof. 
D. R. Bhandarkar says that "even a feudatory chieftain can perform a Horse-sacrifice" 
(ibid., p. 115) and that the ASvamedha "may or may not be preceded by a dig-vijaya" 
(p. 1 16). These theories however are not only against the evidence of the Sruti literature, 
but also go against the evidence of the inscriptions of these kings. 

In inscriptions, Pravarasena I has been called samruf which never signifies a 
subordinate chieftain (cf. samratljo] vakatokanarti nwharajo'n'Pravarasenasya 
etc. in the Balaghat plates, Ep- Ind., IX, p. 270, 1.4 ; also the Chammak plates, Corp. 
Ins. Ind., HI, p. 235) 1 . That Madhavavarman I was not incapable of dig-vijaya 
is proved by a reference to his expedition for conquering the eastern countries in the 
Polamuru grant (Journ. A. Hist- Res. Soc., VI, p. 17). Mahardjudhiraja, based on 
r&j&tiraja etc. of the Scytho-Ku$anas was in early times not very often used in South 
India. The Kadamba king Krsoavarman I who performed the A^vamedha sacrifice 
ruled over the Kuntala country about the end of the 5th century A. D. In inscriptions, 
he is symply styled Dharmz- Maharaja not Dh&rma-Maharujadhiraja like Pallava 
Sivaskandavarman and others. The Devagiri grant (Ind. Ant., VII, p. 34) however 
calls him ek+atapatra, "possessor of the sole umbrella", which, as scholars have 
suggested (Moraes, Kadambakula, p. 39n), "is indicative of universal sovereignty". The 
Birur grant (Ep. Cam., VI, p. 91) moreover calls him (lak&iapatha-vasumati-vasupati, 
"lord of the riches of the land of Dak$ir)&patha", which "clearly shows that Krsnavarman 
I claimed a sort of suzerainty over the whole of the Deccan". See my paper on Kadamba 
I in An. Bhand. Or. Res. Inst., XVI, pp. 160 ff. 



I. A critic of my vi*ws ha? tried to explain the passage samr&tUo) v&k&tak&nfan as "mere overlord 
of the Vaklt*k&s" (Ind. Cult., I, p. 705). There is however a nu Tiber of instances (e.g. in the early Pallava 
and Ka Iambi grants ) which prove beyond doubt that v&kdjak&n&ni here means "of (i.e. belonging to) the 
Vakijtki family." Another critic takes (ibid., II, pp. 54-55) 8<kmr^vftka\ak&n&rn to be one word in qompO' 
tition and poi its out thit the oassage his been used only in connection with the name of Pravarasena I which fact, 
h* think*, srnw; trut the Vftkafak s lost their original imperial position after the time of that king. This inter* 
pretari 1-1 howe/tf su >corts our view thit Pravarasena I Vakltaka was a aamrdf. The Oudia plates (Ep. Ind., Ill, 
p. 260 & L 7). it shouU be notiJ, rea J *a/rfl$o which, according. to KteJhorn, is apparently a mistake for 
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Keith has pointed out that the A^vamedha "is an old and famous rite, which kings 
alone can bring, to increase their realms" (Rel. Phil. Ved. Upani?., p. 343). The 
Baudh&yana rauta Stttra (XV, 1) says that a king victorious and of all the land should 
perform this sacrifice. According to the Taitttriya Br. (Ill, 8, 9. 4), "he is poured aside 
who being weak offers the A^vamedha", and again (V, 4. 12.3), "it is essentially, like 
the fire offering, an utsanna-yajtla, a sacrifice of great extent and elaboration". See 
Keith, Black Yajus, pp. cxxxii-iv. According to the Apastamba rauta 8. (XX, l.l) 1 , 
a universal (sarvabhaumu) king can perform the A^vamedha, but not (n- ape) a an 
un-universal (asarvabhauma) king. It is clear from these statements that a subordinate 
ruler could never celebrate the ASvamedha. A performer of the A^vamedha may not 
have been a ruler of the earth from the North Pole to the South Pole or of India from 
the Himalaya to the Kumarika ; but he must have been an independent ruler of a 
considerable portion of India. 

An essential feature of the ASvemedha, besides the actual slaying of the horse, is 
that about the completion of the performance, at the bidding of the Adhvaryu "a lute^ 
player, a R&janya, sings to the lute three Gathas, verses, made by himself which refer to 
victories in battle connected with the sacrifice "(Keith, Rel. Phil. Ved* Upani$. 
p. 344). Further, "As revealed in the later texts, the sacrifice is essentially one of princely 
greatness. The steed for a year roams under guardianship of a hundred princes, a 
hundred nobles with swords, a hundred sons of heralds and charioteers bearing quivers 
and arrows, and a hundred sons of attendants and charioteers bearing staves" (at . Br., 
XIII,, 4. 2. 5; Baudh. &r. S., XV, 1). See Black Yajus, loc. cit. To manage these 
requirements is simply impossible for a subordinate chief. 

Moreover, that the progress of the ASvamedha was sometimes impeded when 
other kings challenged one's authority to perform the sacrifice, is not only proved from 
the early cases referred to in 6at. Br. (XIII, 5. 3. 21-22) and Mahabha. (XIV, 74-84), 
but is also proved by a tradition recorded in such a late work as Kalidasa's Malavik* 
agnimitra (Act V). It is stated that Pusyamitra Sufiga's sacrificial horse was let loose to 
roam for a year at its own will under the guardianship of his grandson Vasumitra who 
was attended by a hundred princes and brought the horse back after defeating the 
Yavanas as the horse perchance reached the southern bank of the Sindhu and was 
captured by the Yavana horsemen. That the ASvamedha could . not be performed 
without some sort of dig-vijaya is further conclusively proved by an eighth century 

1. See abdaJcalpadruma-pari6itfa (Hitabadi Office, Calcutta), s. v. Ateamedha. 

2. In place of n= Apt there is an alternate reading api, which is a later inter polai ion according to Keith 
( Black Yajus, p. cxxxii ). The interpolation seems to show that asarvabhauma (=not master of all the land) 
kings could also perform the AsVamedha. The word asarvabhauma however never means a feudatory. The 
alternate reading only shows that in lat;r times kings who were powerful but who did not claim to be ruler of the 
earth 0. e. the major portion of the country) did also perform the M/amedha. It must however be noticed that 
the alternate reading goes against all the old texts quoted above. 
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inscription of the Pallavas. The Udayendiram grant no. 2 (2nd. Ant., VIII, p. 273) 
records that Udayacandra, general of Nandivarma-Pallavamalla defeated the Ni&da king 
Prthivivy&ghra who was accompanying the A6vamedha4urahgarHa i. e. horse let loose 
in connection with a horse-sacrifice. This instance proves beyond doubt that the essential 
features of the A^vamedha hardly changed even as late as the 8th century A- D. The 
famous poet Bhavabhuti who flourished in the same century also recognises the above 
characteristic when he refers to the sacrifice as aSvamedha iti vi&vaja^inAr^ k$atriy&nam 
urjasvalafy 8wua<>k$atH.ya-puribhavi mnhan = utkar?a-ni*kar$<i1} (UtUiracarila, 
Act IV). 1 

Prof. Bhandarkar thinks (Ind. Cult., I, p. 116) that the number of performance of 
the A^vamedha could be increased by simply multiplying the amount of dak$ind payable 
to the Br&hmanas. This view is however based on a wrong interpretation of the follow- 
ing verse of the Mahabha. (XIV, 88. 14) : 

evam - atra maharaja dak$inam tri-gunam kuru | 
tritrum vrajntu te rajan brahmana hy = atra teranam || 

The versa obviously implies that, according to a Brahmanical theory, the merit 
accruing from the celebration of the Asvamedha and not the ASvamedha itself could 
be tripled if the performer offered three-fold dak^ina to the Brahmanas. a 

In Ind. Cult, II, pp. 140-141, Mr. J. C. Ghosh has quoted the Hariv aw&a to 
show that feudatory rulers could also perform the Asvamedha. Vasudeva, father of 
Krsoa, lived in Gokula on Mount Govardhana in the vicinity of Mathura ; he 
was engaged in cattle-rearing and was a kara-duyaka to Kamsa, the king of 
Mathura (H'jrivawfa, LV1, 1162-61). After the fall of Kamsa, the family of 
Vasudeva removed to Dvaraka. In Kfna's conversation with Indra there is an incidental 
reference which says that while in Dvaraka Vasudeva performed an Asvamedha (ibid., 
CL, 8574). 3 It will be seen that Mr. Ghosh's contention is clearly beside the mark. The 
question at issue is whether Vasudeva was a feudatory of the Mathura kings nt the lime 
of celebrating the sacrifice after he v\ns established in Dvaraka. There is absolutely no 
proof to show that he was. We do not know whether the Dvaraka region ever submit- 
ted to the kings of Mathura. It must also be noted that the evidence of traditions recor* 
ded in works like the HarivarfiSa should always be taken with a grain of salt. HarivarfiSa 
is obviously written for the exaltation and glorification of the family (varjiSa) of Hari 

1. I am indebted for this and for some other references to Dr. H. C. Raychaudhuri. That the ASvamedha 
did not lose its original and essential significance in later times is also proved by the Vaidyanath Temple inscription 
which refers to Adityasena as 6&8t& samudr-fatar-wtoundhwfy&ynit^&toa 

2. Another supporter of Prof. Bhandarkar's theory says ( Ind. Cult, l f p. 657 n), "The Asvamedha 
certainty had a great imperial significance in the old days. But in the period under review it must have lost -that 
importance. Otherwise it would not have been repeated so often." It may however be pointed out that the 
AsVamedha is known to"have been repeated" many times even "in the old days." cf. e. g. Bharata Daus.yanti*s 133 

Asvamedhas in Sat. J3r, XIZZ, 33.1 1 ; also Journ. 2nd. Hist., XIII, p, 40 and Sue. Sat. East. Dec , p. 109, 

3. Bangabftsi Ed., Visnuparva, 91, 24. 
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(j.$. Krwa*VSisudeva) and like similar treatises in honour of other religious heroes is not 
frefc from extravaganzas incident to a pronounced theological bias. The critical historian 
can hardly hope for sober history in such texts. On the contrary the probability is that 
the parent of the hero of the tale has been given more than his due. In the New Testa* 
went the saviour of the Christians is described as the son not of a mortal man but of God, 
and in the Saundaruuanda (II, vv. 32, 39 etc.) etc. glories of the mightiest rulers are 
put on the head of a petty Sakya chief named Suddhodana. 

Mr. Ghosh moreover does not appear to take the evidence of the HurivuntSti as a 
whole. While describing the ASvamedha that was attemped by Janamejaya, Hnrivaw&a 
itself (Bangabasi Ed., Bhavisyaparva, II) makes it clear that the horse-sacrifice could not be 
celebrated by a petty chief. When the Narpa'jjajnti was finished, Janamejaya collec- 
ted materials for the celebration of an Aivamedha. Then he invited the f tuiks, puroM- 
tax and Sc&ryas and said, "I am desirous of celebrating a horse-sacrifice. Do ye dedi- 
cate the horse" (verses 5 & 6)." 1 Knowing however that the king's sacrifice would not be 
successful, the omniscient Vyasa warned him not to begin the A^vamedha. The sage 
said, 'The Sruti lays down that the Katriyas should celebrate the ASvamedha the fore- 
most of sacrifice*. On account of the greatness of it, Vdsavd will violate your sacri* 
fice (verse 28). a "O slayer of enemies," the sage added, "as long as the world will last, the 
K$atriyas will not be able to collect materials for your horse-sacrifice" (v. 35). a The 
king became very sad and said," "Console me by saying that the ASvamedha will again be 
undertaken by kings" (v. 58). 4 To this Vyasa replied, "As energy counteracted by another 
lives in it, so (the knowledge of) the Aivamedha, although stopped, will exist in the gods 
and Brahmanas. There will be one Senanl 5 an Audbhijja, a Diija and a descendant of 
Kagyapa, who will revive the A^vamedha in the Kali age (v. 39-40). 6 Could this great 
sacrifice, of which the Jlarivatflsa speaks in so high terms, be performed by. a petty 
feudatory chief ? 

1 . Yak.<ye' harp vtijimedhena hay am = utsrjyatam - Hi. 

2. A&amcdhali Irratubrettfiali kxatriyanarn parisrutalt, tena bhavena te yajnarn vasavo 



That the Avamedha could be performed only by ths great kings is also proved by the fact that V&sava 
( = Indra)is always represented as jealous of its performance. The Harivan^sa describes how he endeavoured 
to spoil the AsVamsdha of Janamejaya (Bhavis.yaparva, 5). Note also what VisVavasu says to the king, "O 
king, thou hast celebrated three hundred sacrifices ; V&sava therefore cannot forgive thee any longer" (tri-yajna- 
fata-yajvanarn vasavas=tvam na mwyate, ibid., 5.24). In this connection note what Prof. Bhandarkar 
himself says in another occasion (K 1., XIX, App., p. 2, n. 5), "As Indra is represented as being suspicious of 
Govinda Gupta's power, the latter seems to have been a supreme ruler." 

J. Tvaya v^ttan^ kratu%=c-aiva tttjimedham parantapa, ksatriya n^aharjiyanti yavad= 
bhnmir = dharixyati. 



5. The reference is possibly to Puyamitra Sunga. 

6. UpMtoryafio deve$u br&hma%e!*=npapat8yate, tejasb vyfitytarn 

ctttdbhijjd bhavita /ca!s=cit senani katyapo dtijah cAvamedhani kaliyuge punafc praty~tharl*yati. 



IV 

EARLY PALLAVA GENEALOGY FORM INSCRIPTIONS 
OF THE NELLORE-GUNTUR REGION. 

SOME Sanskrit records of the Early Pallavas have been found in the Nellore 
and Guntur districts, which at one time formed the Northern part of the kingdom of 
Kafici. The Pallava genealogy constructed from these records cannot be quite easily 
and satisfactorily assimilated into the traditional list of early Pallava kings found in 
later records. The Pallava kings mentioned in these northern inscriptions, moreover, 
can scarcely be identified without difficulty with the Pallava princes mentioned in the 
inscriptions of the rulers of Kafici. It is therefore convenient to discuss the Early Pallavas 
of the northern records separately. 

The Omgodu grant, no. 1 (Ep. Ind., XV, 246), issued from the sthana or city of 
Tambrapa in the 33rd year of king Skandavarman, furnishes us with the following 
lisc of kings : 

1 . Maharaja Kumaravinu ; his son 

2. Maharaja Skandavarman (I) ; his son 

3. Viravarman ; his son 

4. Maharaja S/i-wjaj/O'Skandavarman (II). 

Next we come to the Uruvupalli grant (Ind. Ant., V, p. 50) of prince Vi$nu- 
gopavarman, issued from the sthana of Palakkac^a, in the llth year of Maharaja 
Sirphavarman. Here we jget the following names : 

1. Maharaja Skandavarman (I) ; his son 

2. Maharaja Viravarman ; his son 

3. Maharaja Skandavarman (II) ; his son 

4. Yuvamaharaja Vinugopavarman. 

There can be no doubt that prince Vinugopavarman, issuer of the Uruvupallf 
grant, was the son of king Skandavarman II who issued the Omgodu grant no. 
1. There is however difference of opinion as regards the identification of king 
Sirhhavarman in whose reign the grant of the prince was issued- According to 
to Fleet, Maharaja Siiphavarman was possibly an elder brother of the Yuvamaharaja 
Vi$ougopa. According to Hultzsch however king Sirphavarman of the Uruvupalli 
grant is the same as Viougopa's son Sirphavarman who issued the Omgodu (fto. 2), 
Pikira and Mangalur grants. "The term Yuwraja or Yuvamalaraja which is prefixed 
to Visougopa not only in his Uruvupalli grant, but in the two grants of his son 
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Sirphavarman, suggests that he never ascended the throne, but that the succession passed 
from his father Skandavarman II to his son Sirphavarman. The reason of this need 
not have been premature death. If it is assumed that Viouagopa declined to take up 
the reins of government or was prevented from doing so by some other reason unknown 
he may well have been alive during the reign of his son Sirphavarman to whose eleventh 
year I would assign laghavat as an Indian philosopher will say the Uruvupalli grant" 
(Ep. lnd.,V\\L pp. 160-16). 

Three inscriptions of Vinugopa r s son Simhavarman have as yet been discovered. 
They are the Omgodu (no. 2) grant issued in his fourth year from a vijaya'Skandha- 
vara (Ep. /nd., XV. 246), the Pikira grant issued in his fifth year from the vijaya- 
$k>md/iauara of the Mam^tun-vasaka (ibid., VIII, pp. 159 ff.) and the Mangalur grant 
issued in his eighth year from Da&napura (Ind. Ant., V, 154). They give us the 
following genealogical list : 

1. Maharaja Viravarman ; his son 

2. Maharaja Skandavarman (II) ; his son 

3. Yuvamaharaja Visnugopa ; his son 

4. Dharma-maharaja 1 Simhavarman 

Next we come to the fragmentary Darsi record ( Ep. Ind. I, p. 397). The only 
information we g3t from this inscription is that it was issued from the a<1hist>li&na (city) 
of Daianapura by the great-grandson of a Pal lava king named Virakorcavarman. The 
form virakorca (cf. Virakorcavarman of later grants) shows considerable Prakrit influence 
which proves that the grant belongs to the period immediately following the age of the 
Prakrit grants. We have already noticed that the Prakrit records of the Pallavas are 
not written in the early inscriptional Prakrit and that they have in them passages and 
verses couched in Sanskrit. It must also be noticed that the Omgodu grant (no. 1 ) of 
king Skandavarman II is dated in his 33rd regnal year, on the 13th titlti of- the third 
fortnight of Hemnnta. This is an old form of dating used in almost all Prakrit ins- 
criptions. Like the Darsi grant, therefore, the Omgodu grant (no. 1) also seems to have 
belonged to the same period, i. e. the early Sanskrit period. Sanskrit grants showing 
considerable Prakrit influence appear to m3 not much later than the beginning of the 
fifth century A. D. Thsy may be roughly placed between the middle of the fourth and 
the beginning of the fifth century. 2 

I. Other South Indian kings (e. g. the Kadamba kings Mfgcsavarman and Ravivarman) also used the 
title Dharmamahar&ja. According to Fleet (Bom. Qa*., I, ii. p. 288, note 5), the title msans "a MMr&ja, 
by, or in respect of, religion," and may be rendered by "a pious or riteous Mah&r&ja" ; but What it actually 
denotes is "a MakfoOja who, at the particular time of the record, was engaged in an act of religion Wfcwma)." 
Some kings are called Dharfnamahdx&jMMr&ja. Cf. Pallava Sivaskandavarman ; Oahga Nfamarga*Kongui?ivarma* 
Fermanagh and his successors (op. eit., p. 303. note 3), The epithet Dharma-mah&r&ja, as Dr. Raychaudhuri 
suggests to me, seems to have been connected with the peculiar boast of these kings to be 



2. For two such dates expressed in th old fashion in the Kadwnb* grants, see Mow, 
4 
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It is possible that the great-grandson of Vlrakorcavarman, who issued the Darsi 
grant, Was a predecessor of king Skandavarman II. Consequently, Virakorcavarman, 
great-grandfather of the issuer of the Darsi grant, was probably a predecessor of Kumara- 
vi$nu, great-grandfather of the issuer of the Omgodu grant (no. 1). 

We have now to consider the seventh and last of the Sanskrit grants so far 
discovered in the Nellore-Guntur region. It is the Narasaopet record (commonly called 
{he Chura grant), issued from the camp at Palotkata ( = Palakkada) during the reign of 
'vijaya-Vinugopavarman (H), son of Simhavarman, grandson of Mahdtaja Vinugopa- 
"varman (I) and great-grandson of Kandavarman (i. e. Skandavarman). See An. Rep. 
S. Ind. Ep. 1914, pp. 10 & 82. The grant is not dared ; its language is Sanskrit 
and the alphabet used is Telugu. It registers the king's grant of the village of Cura in 
the Karmara$tra to a Brahman named Casamtearman who belonged to the KaSyapa 
gotra and was an inhabitant of Kuodur. 1 

The fact that the first three names of the Narasaopet list viz. (1) Kandavarman 
(i. e. Skandavarman), (2) Vinugopavarman (I) and (3) Simhavarman, are found 
exactly in the same order in the Omgodu (no. 2), Pikira and Mangalur grants of Simha- 
varman makes it almost certain that Vinugopavarman II of the Narasaopet grant was a 
son and suscessor of the issuer of the above three grants. Two points however have 
been advanced (ibid , p. 82) against the possibility of this identification. First, it has 
been said that the characters in which the Narasaopet record is engraved are compara- 
tively more modern than those used in the grants of Simhavarman. Secondly, it is 
argued that in the Uruvupalli, Omgodu (no 2), Pikira and Mangalur grants, the son 
of Skandavarman and father of Sirphavarman has been mentioned as a Yuvaraja or Yuva- 
maharaja, while in the Narasaopet grant Visnugopavarman I is called Muharaja. It has 
therefore been observed that Vinugopavarman II of the Narasaopet grant "must be a 
later king and very probably one of the missing group immediatly preceding the line of 
Sirphavarman and Simhavinu whose history is pretty cerrain" (loc. cit.). The grant 
, has been assigned to the beginning of the 7th century A. D. 

In connection with the first point however we should notice the fact that the 

[characters used in the Omgodu grant (no. 2) of Simhavarman, son of Visnugopavarman 

(I), are remarkably similar to those of the Narasaopet grant of Visnugopavarman II. 

lyrijhnasastri therfore thought that the Omgodu grant (no. 2) "must have been a copy 

,of arrant of the 5th-6th century A. D., put into writing in the 7th century, though no 

direct evidence, external or internal, is to be found on this point from the wording of 

'the grant itself* The numerous mistakes made by the engraver may possibly point to 

this Conclusion" IE p. Ind., XV, p. 252). If the Omgodu grant (no. 2) is believed to 

h$ve bejfcn ah eafly record copied about the beginning of the 7th century A. D., what 

1. The same as ih* native vil : age of Siva&rman, recipient of the Polamuru grant of Vifn 
Mftdhavavarman I. See Ind. Bisl. Qwt., IX, p. 999 and Sue. Stt. East: Dec., p. 93* - 
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is the objection if we think that the Narasaopet grant was also an early inscription 
likewise copied about the same time ? 

As for the second point, it may be said that the epithet Mahiraja applied to 
Visougopavarman 1 in the Narasaophet grant, which should properly be Yuvamaharaja 
is a mistake due to the engraver's inattention. The possibility of such a mistake becomes 
greater, if we believe that the Narasaopet record is an early grant copied years after, like 
the Omgodu grant no. 2, about the beginning of the 7th century A. D. 

From the seven Sanskrit copper-plate grants, therefore, the following genealogical 
list of the Early Pallava kings may be prepared : 

1. Maharaja Virakorcavarman (Darsi grant) ; his successor 

2. Maharaia Kumaravi^nu ; his son 

3. Maharaja Skandavarman (I) ; his son 
4- Maharaja Viravarman ; his son 

5. Maharaja Skandavarman (II) ; issued the Omgodu grant no. 1 in his 
33rd year ; his son 

5A. Maharaja Simhavarman (I ?) ; he is according to Fleet the Pallava king referred 
to in the Uruvupalli grant ; his existence however is doubtful ; 

5B. Yuvamaharaja Vinugopavarman (I) ; issued the Uruvupali grant ; did not 
rule as Maharaja ; seems to have been wrongly called Maharaja in the Narasaopet grant ; 
his son 

6. Maharaja Simhavarman (II ?) ; issued the Omgodu no. 2, Pikira and 
Mangalur grants respectively in his 4th, 5th and 8th years ; his son 

7. Maharaja Vinugopavarman (II) ; issued the Narasaopet grant. 



V. 

GENEALOGY AND CHRONOLOGy OF THE EARLY PALLAVAS 

OF 



WE do not know whether the Pallava kings discussed in the last section ruled over 
the whole of the kingdom of Kafici. It is however probable that some one of the 
princes of the Pallava house of Kaftci, who was originally made a viceroy of the northern 
part of the Pallava kingdom by the king of Kaftci, carved out a separate principally in 
that part, independent of his overlord. If this suggestion is to be believed, the kings of the 
main line of the Pallavas appear to have been ruling at Kafici side by side with the branch 
line that was ruling in the northern part of the old kingdon^ of KanciL Here we shall 
try to see what we know about the history of Kafici after the time of the Pallava kings of 
the Prakrit grants. 

We have seen that Kfifici was under a Pallava king about the fourth quarter of the 
third century A. D. That king was succeeded by his son Sivaskandavarman who ruled 
about the first quarter of the fourth century A. D. He was possibly succeeded by a king 
named Skandavarman. In the British Museum grant of the time of this king, there is 
mention of the Pallava YuvamahStraja Buddhavarman and of the Yuvamaharaja's son 
whose name has been doubtfully read as Buddhyaftkura. It is not known whether 
this crown-prince Buddhavarman and his son ever ascended the Pallava throne of Kafici. 

In an attempt to fix the date of the early Pallava kings of Kanci, we are fortunate to 
have at least three points whereon we can stand with confidence. 

(i) The first of these points is supplied by the Jain work, Lokavibh&ga (Rep. 
Mus. Arch. Dep., 1909 & 1910), where the precise date of the completion of the work 
is given as the 22nd year of Sirphavarman, lord of the Pallavas, and as 80 beyond 300 
years of the Saka era. The 22nd year of a Pallava king named Sirphavarman therefore 
comes to be equivalent to Saka 380, i.e. A. D. 458. According to S. Jha the date given in 
the Lokavibhaga corresponds to the 1st of March, 458 ; but according to Fleet, to the 
25th of August, 458- Any way, the 22nd year of the Pallava king Sirphavarman 
corresponds to A. D. 458- He therefore began to reign in (458 22 =) A. D. 436 
(Ep. lnd. t XIV. p. 334). 

(ii) The second point of importance is furnished by the Penukonda plates of the 
Gafiga king Madhava (ibid.. 33 Iff.) which, according to Fleet, are to be assigned, on 
palaeographical grounds, to about A. D. 475. It may be noticed here that the characters 
of this epigraph are remarkably similar to that of the epigraphs of the &&lajftk&yana king 
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Nandivarman II (e.g. the Peddavegi grant ; Journ. Andh. Hist. Mes. Soc., I 92ff) whom 
I have placed about the middle of the fifth century A. D. (Ind. Hist. Quart., IX, 208ff 
and Sac. Sat. East. Dec., p. 62.). The Penukonda grant was issued by the Gaftga king 
Madhava-Sirphavarman, son of Ayyavarman, grandson of Madhava and great grandson of 
Kofikaoivarman. But the greatest point of historical importance in this inscription is that it 
tells us of Madhava-Sirri^avarman being installed on the throne by the Pallava king 
Skandavarman and of his father Ayyavarman being installed by the 'Pallava king 
Sirphavarman. We have seen that Fleet ascribes the Penukonda plates to circa 475 
A.D. ; it is therefore almost certain that th3 Pallava king Sirphavarman who installed 
Ayyavarman, father of the Gafiga king Madhava-Simhavarman of the Penukonda plates; 
is identical with the Pallava king Sirphavarman who, according to the Lokavibhaga, 
began to rule in A. D. 436. 

(iii) The third point of importance is supplied by the Allahabad pillar inscription 
of Samudragupta, which refers to the Gupta king's conflict with a certain Kanceyaka 
Viougcpa. This "Visougopa of Kanci" has been taken by all scholars to have belonged 
to the family of the Pallavas. Samudragupta is believed to have reigned from circa 330 to 
375 A.D. This dating appears possible from the facts that his father Candragupta I began 
to rule in A. D. 320 1 and that the earliest date of his son Candragupta II, according to the 
Mathura inscription (Ep. Ind., XXI, Iff), is (Gupta 61 +320- ) 381 A. D. Since it is 
proved from the Prakrit records that the Pallavas were master of the kingdom of KaLfici 
during the first half of the fourth century A. D., it is almost certain that the Kanceyaka 
Visougopa of the Allahabad pillar inscription was a Pallava king who ruled in the 
middle of that century which is the time of Samudragupta's South Indian campaign. 

Let us now see whether these three Pallava kings Simhavarman, Skandavarman 
and Viougopa, whose date is fairly correct can be found in the epigraphs of the 
Pallavas themselves. The evidence of the Penukonda plates recording the installation 
pf two consecutive Ganga kings Ayyavarman, and his son Madhava-Sirnhavarman 
who seems to* have been named after his father's overlord by the Pallava kings, 
SirphavarmSn and Skandavarman, renders it most likely that the Pallava king 
Sirphayarman was the father and immediate predecessor of Skandavarman, It 
is very interesting in this connection to note that the Udayendiran grant (no. I) of 
Nandivarman (Ep. Ind., Ill, 142), issued from Kancipura, is the only known Pallava 
record, where we find a Pallava king named Sirighavarman (Siiphavarman) succeeded 
by his son Skandavarman. The genealogy given in this recprd is : 

1. Skandavarman I ; his son 
. 2. Siftghavarman ; his son 

1. Smith, Ear. Hist . Jnd.> 4th eJ., p. 295. 'The first year of the Gupu era, which continued in use 
for several centuries, and in countries widely separated, ran from February 26, A.D. 320, to March 13,321,; 
of which dates the former may be taken as that of the coronation of Chandiagupta'I." - ' J 
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3. Skandavarnian II ; his son 

4. Nandivarman. 

These four kings are mentioned exactly in the same order in the Vayalur grant 
of Rajasirpha (ibid., XVIII, 150; see Nos. 41-44), though the relation of one with 
the others is not specified there. We are therefore inclined to identify the Pallava 
king Sirphavarman of the Lokavibhaga and the Penukonda plates and Skandavarman 
of the latter, with respectively the second and the third king of the above list. 

Beside the Udayendiran grant, there is another Sanskrit grant belonging to the 
early Pallava rulers of K&fici. This is the Chendalur grant of Kumaravi$ou II (ibid., 
VHI, 233ff.) issued from Kaficipura in the king's second regnal year. The grant sup- 
plies us with the following line of kings : 

1. Maharaja Skandavarman ; his son 

2. Maharaja Kumaravi?nu I ; his son 

3. Maharaja Buddhavarman ; his son 

4. Maharaja Kumaravinu II ; 2nd year. 

According to Hultzsch (ibid. t p. 334), "The alphabet of the Chendalur plates is 
more archaic than those of the KOram and Ka&kucji plates, but resembles those of 
the Pikira, Maftgajur and Uruvupalli grants, from which it differs chiefly in the 
omission of horizontal strokes at the top of letters. But a point which stamp it as 
more modern is the fact that r, fc, and subscribed u consist of two vertical lines of 
nearly equal length, while in the Pikira, Martgalor and Uruvupalli grants the left 
line is still considerably shorter. Hence we may conclude that the four Pallava 
kings of the Chendalur plates ruled in the interval between Simhavarman (*ofthe 
Omgodu no. 2, Pikira and Mangalur grants) and Simhavi^nu (*father of Mahendra- 
varman I, ace. circa 600 A. D.)". 

We have already seen that Sirphavarman, the second of the four kings 
mentioned in the Udayendiram grant, ruled from A. D. 436 to not earlier than A. D. 
458. Thus his father Skandavarman I appears to have ruled at Kanci about the 
first quarter of the fifth century, and his grandson Nandivarman seems to have 
ended his rule about the beginning of the sixth century A. D. The accession of 
Mahendravarman I to the throne of Kaftci is supposed to have taken place about the 
end of the same century, owing to his being an older contemporary of the Western 
Calukya king PulakeSin II (A. D. 608-642). Mahendravarman I was preceded by his 
father Sirphaviou and grandfather Sirphavarman {see verses 10-11 of the Velur- 
palaiyam grant ; S. I. I., Vol. II, p. 363). Between Nandivarman, the issuer of the 
Udayendiram grant, who seems to have ruled, up to the beginning of tte sixth 
arift ^irphavapn.an, c grandfather of; Maljendravaripan, I, the Vayalur ^repord^pla 
three" kings named ^lO^J/Sirohavarnw*, X2) - Simhavarman v and (3) Viwgopa* 
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Tlie Vayalur grant thus places five kings between Nandivarman and 
Mahendravarman I, i. e. in the sixth century A. D. roughly. Since the rule* of 
five kings covering about a century does not appear impossible, since the 
existence of four earlier kings (Nos. 41-44 of the Vayalur list) has been proved 
by the Udayendiram grant and since it is possible that the Greater Pallavas of the line of 
Mahendravarman I did not forget even their immediate predecessors, the three kings 
(Nos. 45-47) placed by the Vayalur record between Nandivarman and Mahendra- 
varman's grandfather may be historical persons, though we have as yet no corroborative 
proof of their existence. We therefore think that the four kings of KSfici mentioned in 
the Chendalur grant ruled before the kings of the Udayendiram grant. The kings of the 
Chendalur record however appear to have ruled after Visnugopa who came in conflict 
with Samudragupta in the middle of the fourth century A. D. We have already seen 
that in the first half of the fourth century Kanci was occupied by the Pallava kings who 
issued the Prakrit charters. 

There are references to some Pallava rulers of Kanci in the inscriptions of the 
Kadambas. An epigraph of the Kadamba king Ravivarman (Ind. Ant., VI, 29) mentions 
Candadanda, the lord of Kanci, who was defeated by the Kadamba monarch. We do not 
definitely know whether Candadanda is the name or a biruda of the ruler of Kafid who 
fought with Ravivarman. He cannot be satisfactorily identified with any king of the 
traditional list of early Pallava kings. His contemporary, the Kadamba king Ravivarman 
appears to have ruled about the end of the fifth and the beginning of the sixth century 
(497-557 A. D. according to Kadamba-kula by MoraesL The Anaji inscription (Ep. 
Own., XI, p. 142) mentions a Pallava king whose name has been read as Nanakkasa and 
who was possibly a contemporary of the Kadamba king Kf?navarman I. But the reading 
of the name Nanakkasa is doubtful. 1 According to Moraes, Krsnavarman I ruled from 475 
to 480. A. D. Another Pallava king named Santivarman or Santivaravarman has been 
mentioned in the Hebbata plates (An. Rep. S. Ind. Ep., 1925, p, 98) of the Kadamba 
king Vi$nuvarman. This Pallava king is possibly also mentioned in the Birur plates (Ep. 
Cam., VI, p. 91). But he cannot be satisfactorily identified with any of the Pallava kings 
known from the traditional list. It must also be noticed that excepting Cancjadanda none 
of these kings is expressly said to have ruled at Kanci. 

We thus come to knDw of the following early Pallava kings who ^appear to have 
ruled at Kanci before'the rise of the Greater Pallavas of Mahendravarman 's line : 

1 . Father of ivaskandavarman ; about the end of the third century A. D. ; 

his son . - ., . - 

1 . in Journ. Ind. Hist., XHI, p. 22 note, it has been suggested that the reading of the passage-would be 
9va-deba-ks f ayena n*$/rd*#a. If thb reading is to be accepted, the name of the FfeHava* king referred lo uvths 
Anaji inscription is not as yet known. .;.; 
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2. ivaskandavarman ;. about the beginning of the fourth century ; issued the 
Prakrit grants discovered at Mayidavolu and Hirahadagalli. 

3. Skandavarman ; the British Museum grant was issued in his reign ; he is not 
definitely known to have ruled at Kanci. 

4. Vi$ougopa ; came in conflict with Samudragupta (circa 330-375 A. D.) about 
'the middle of the fourth century A. D. 

5. Skandavarman ; his son 

6. Kumravi$nu I 1 ; his son 

7. Buddhavarman ; his son 

8. Kumaravi$nu II ; issued the Chendalur grant. 

9. Skandavarman (I) ; his son 

10. Sirphavarman ; he ascended the throne in A. D. 436 and ruled at least upto 
A. D. 458 ; his son 

1 1. Skandavarman (II) ; his son 

12. Nandivarman ; issued the Udayendiram grant. 

1 3. Car)dadar>da, who came in conflict with the Kadamba king Ravivarman about 
the first quarter of the sixth century. Candladun^a may have been a biruda of No. 12 
or possibly of one of his three successors mentioned in the Vayalur grant (Nos. 45^47). 



14. Simhavarman I 2 : his son 

1 5. Simhavi$ou ; his son 

16. Mahendravarman I ; ascended the throne about A. D. 600. 



1. May this Kumftravignu I be identical with Kum&ravi$nu, great-grandfather of the issuer of the Omgodu 
grant no. 1 ? The first difficulty in this identification is that Kum&ravi$nu of the Omgodu (no. 1) grant has been 
called a performer of the Atoamedka sacrifice, while the Chendalur grant does not credit Kumaravi?nu I with 
any such distinction. This is however an argumentum ex silentio. Another difficulty is that while according to 
the Chendalur grant Kumaravijnu 1 was succeeded by his son Buddhavarman and grandson Kumaravis.nu 
II. according to the Omgodu grant no. 1 Kum&ravi$nu was succeeded by his son Skandavarman I, 
grandson Vtravarman and great-grandson Skandavarman II. In this connection we must notice that the 
Vayalur record places a Skandavarman between Buddhavarman and Kumarvijnu II. May it be that this 
Skandavarman was a son of Kum&ravis.nu I, who was made a viceroy of the northern part of the Pallava kingdom 

" and eventually carved out A principality there ? In the Omgodu grant no. 1 Skandavarman I, son of Kum&ravis.nu, 
has been called ttcwlr^&dhigala-r&jya, which epithet possibly supports the above suggestion. 

2. It is doubtful whether Simhavarman, grandfather of Mahendravarman I, ruled at Kin"ci. 



APPENDIX. 

THE VA^ALUR LIST OF EARLy PALLAVA KINGS. 

have already said that the traditional list of early Pallava kings given in 
some late records is, in our opinion, not much valuable for the purpose of 
authentic history. All recent writers on Pallava history however have put much faith in 
the genealogical list given in the Vayalur grant of R&jasirpha. Thus, the late 
Mr. H. Krishnasastri said, "It looks, therefore, as if the authors of the Kft&kudi, 
Udayendiram and Velurpalaiyam plates, all of which are admittedly later 'than 
the Vayalur record, but not much later, drew these stray names for airing their 
knowledge of early Pallava chronology purely from memory and were not always 
correct" (Ep. Ind. XVIII, p. 147). This scholar and many others think the Vayalur 
list historically valuable. There are however reasons to believe that the earlier 
names of this list are all legendary and unhistorical and that the rest of the list has 
in it not only the names of a single branch of the Pallava family. 

The following is the list of Pallava kings given in the Vayalur record : 

1. Brahman. 14. Ghjtaka. 

2. Aftgirah. 15. Ka(inda. 

3. Bfhaspati. 16. Jyamalla. 

4. Sarpyu. 17. Ripumalla. 

5. Bharadvaja. 18. Vimala. 

6. Drooa. 19. Koftgaoi. 

7. ASvatthaman. 20. Kalabharta. 3 

8. Pallava. 1 21. Cotapallava. 

9. Atoka. 3 22. VirakQrca (IX 4 

10. Harigupta. 23. Candravarman. 

11. BhQtadatta. 24. Karala. 

12. Soryavarman. 25. Vi$ougopa (II). 

13. Viougopa (I). 26. SkandamQla. 

1. Nos. 1-8 are also mentioned in the Kuram (&I.Z, I, 144 ft), Udayendiram no. 2 (Ind, A*t* 
VIII, 273) and Velurpalaipam plates (8. L Z, II, 508). These names are evidently legendary. 

2. Asoka is mentioned in the Kasakudi (ZZ, H, 342) and Yelurpalaiyam plates. In the latter 
inscription he is called Asokavarman. According to Hultzsch, the name is a modification pf Asoka, the re* 
Maurya king of Pataliputra. 

3. There is no proof that Nos. 1020 were historical persons, 

4. He was possjbly the first king of the family. 
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27. Karjagopa. 

28. VirakQrca (II). 1 

29. Skandavarman (i). 

30. Kumftravisiju (1). 

31. Buddhavarman (I). 

32. Skandavarman (II). 

33. Kum&raviou (II). 2 

34. Buddhavarman (11). 
35- Skandavarman (111). 

36. Visougopa(IlI). 8 

37. Vi?oud&sa. 

38. Skandavarman (IV). 



39. Sirphavarman (I). 

40. Vlravarman. 

4 1 . Skandavarman (V). 

42. Simhavarman (II). 4 

43. Skandavarman (VI). 

44. Nandivarman. 5 

45. Siiphavarman (HI). 

46. Sirphavarman (IV'. 

47. Viougopa (IV). 

48. Sirphavarman (V). 

49. Sirphavii}u. 

50. Mahendravarman ; etc., etc, 1 



I. The Velurpalaiyam record appears to identify VlrakQrca 1 (No. 22) with VirakOrca II (No. 28). 
This fact possibly shows that Nos. 23-27 are unhistorical. May VirakHrca (II) be identical with Virakorca* 
varman of the Darsi pi tie ? 

2. This Kumftravisnu II issued the Chendalur grant. 

3. This Vignugopa may have been the contemporary of Samudragupta. On pataBographical grounds 
howBv* the contemporary of Samudragupta (circa 330375) cannot be placed after the issuer of the 
Chendalur grant. 

4. Potsibly the king mentkmed in the Penukond* plaltt of about A.D. 475. According to the 
MmnMfif*. he rufed from 436 to about 453<fy. Ind.,XlV, p. 331ft). ^Nwnes 40-42 are found com* 
cutrvely in the genealogy of the Pallavas of the NellorvGuntur region, See Nos. 46 at peg* 27 above. 
5. He issued the Udaycndiram grant no. i* 

AVI AH , ' , 
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SlVASKANDAVARMAN AND SKANDAVARMAR 

HpHE earliest known Pallava king is Sivaskandavarman who issued the Mayidavolu 
* ' and Hirahadagalli grants. In the latter grant Sivaskandavarman refers to his father 
as Maharaja ba^paft&mi. Biihler (Ep. Ind., I. p. 8, note 15) and following him many 
other scholars think that Bappa is probably the name of Sivaskandavarman's father ; 
and in this connection Reel's article in Ind. Anf., XV, p. 272, is referred to. Bop pa 
of course may signify a personal name, as we find this name in the list of recipients of 
the gift recorded in the Hirahadagalli grant itself. l We must however remember that 
in many early copper-plate grants including some of the Pallavas, the kings called 
themselves bnppa-bhaftaraka-pada b/iakta, "devoted to the feet of the lord, the father." 
The word bappa there means "father" and cannot be a personal name, as the fathers 
of those kings are definitely known to have borne names having no connection with the 
woid buppn. It must also be noted that the traditional lists of early Pallava kings do not 
mention any name even slightly resembling Bappa. Bappa therefore cannot be taken 
as the name of Sivaskandavarman's father without further evidence. 

In the time of Sivaskandavarman the Pallava kingdom of KaficI certainly included 
the Andhra country in the north and the Bellary district in the north-west. From the 
Penukonda plates of the Gafiga king M&dhava we know that in the middle of the fifth 
century the Gafigas of Mysore acknowledged the suzerainty of the Pallavas of K&ftcl. 
It is possible that this region was under the Pallavas as early as the time of Sivaskanda- 
varman who was the most powerful king among the early Pallavas. This suggestion 
seems to be supported by the Talgunda inscription according to which the early Kadam- 
bas of BanavStsi (a place to the west of Mysore) also acknowledged Pallava supremacy. 3 

1 Of. Bappa the name of the progenitor of the Guhilots of Mewar. 

2. According to the Talgunda inscription of Kadamba Santtvarman, MayQrasarman went to K&fict for 
studying the Vedas. There he took part in the pallaV'&toasarnsthciJcalaha, became enraged at the treatment 
he recieved there, and then, having trained himself to warlike exercises, easily overpowered the Paliava 
frontier guards and established himself at riprvata ( in the Kurnool district ). The Pal Java king took the field 
against him ; but being unable to subdue him installed him as king over the territory extending from the Western 
Ocean ( Arabian sea ) to the Prehlra (river ?). But what m the meaning of S^tasarnstka Jealaha ? According 
to the lexicon TrikdwfaAtsa, the word satystka means kratu i.e. sacrifice. (Of. santtihab 



, verse 753). May then the word atoasamstha mean Horse sacrifice ? (See J&ra. 
Ind. Hist , XII, p. 354 ff. ). If this explanation is acceptable, it would appear that the quarrel cf MayOrasarman 
with the Pallavas arose in connection with an Alvamedha sacrifice. Among the Early Pallavas only Staskanda* 
vsrmtnand Kurntravisnu of the Omgodu (no. t) grant are known to have performed the Horse'taortfict^ 
Mayamltrnun was possibly a contemporary of one of thess tings. As we hive seen, these two Vdngi were fid 
&r from etch other in time. It is therefore possible that even at the time of Wskandavarwatv the PtttiM* 
kingdom extended upto the Arabkn sea in ihe west. .^ 
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MayOraSarman, the first king of the Kadamba family, is there said to have been installed 
fay the Pallava king of K&nci. This MayQra&rman cannot be placed long after Sivas* 
kandavarman. We have seen that Sivaskandavarman ruled in the beginning of the 
fourth century, while scholars place Mayara&rman about the middle of the same century 
(Anc* &i*t. Dec., pp. 95-96 ; Kadamba-kula, p. 18). Indeed the Prakrit language 
of the Chandravalli inscription of MayQra&rman (A n. Rep. Mys. Arch. Surv., 1 929, p. 50) 
shows that this Kadamba king ruled sometime later than the accession of Sivaskandavarman. 
The use of 6 (1. 1) and the numerous double consonants like mm (1. 1), tr, II (1. 2), sth, 
nd(\. 3), etc., appears to prove that the Chandravalli inscription was engraved not 
long after the execution of ihe Mayidavolu and Hirahadagalli grants of Sivaskandavarman. 
He can therefore be rightly placed about the middle of the fourth century A.D. 

1. The Mayidavolu grant was issued from Karpclpura by the Pallava Yuvamaha- 
rSja Sivakhaipdavarpma ( - Sivaskandavarman) on the fifth lunar day of the sixth fort' 
night of summer in the 10th year of the reigning Pallava king who was almost certainly 
the father of the Yuvamaharaja, but whose name is not mentioned in the grant. 
By this grant the Pallava crown-prince, for the increase of his victory, religious merit and 
strength, offered with libations of water the village of Viripara situated in the Andha- 
patha ( - Andhrfcpatha) to two Btehmaoas, Puvaketuja and Gonaipdija, who belonged to 
the AgniveSya gotra. The executor of the grant was Sivaskandavarman himself, and 
the order was accordingly sent to the vdpata (vyaprta), i. e. governor, of Dharpfiakacja 
(Dhanyakataka). Dharpfiakaqla which has been identified by different scholars with 
Dharanikota, Amar&vati, Bezwacja and Nagarjunikoncja, was evidently the headquarters 
of the Andhra province incorporated in the Pallava kingdom. To the village of 
Viripira were granted all the immunities enjoyed by the Brahmadeyas. 1 The word 
brahmadeya therefore means not only "a deya (grant) to Brahmaoas," but like the 
technical terms brahmatra, devatra, devasat, etc. signifies a religious donation which 
implied certain immunities. Of the immunities or parihuras, the following only are 
specified in the Mayidavolu grant. (1) A-lona-khadaka, (2) A-rathasawvinayika, 
(3), A-parartipard-b<ilivadha, (4) A-bhatfa-pavesa and (5) A-kUra-colaka-vinasi' 
khata-aarjivasa. 

A-lf>rui-khadaka is in Sanskrit a-lavana-khatuka ; by this immunity the grantor gave 
up the royal right of digging salt in the village granted. About the next parihara Senart 
says (JSp. 2nd., VI, p. 68), "The word seems to represent arashfrasanivinayikd ; but 
etymology alone is an unsafe guide in the interpretation of technical terms. Vineti is 

only used in a moral sense. Could we think of translating : 'exempted from the police, 

. 

I. According to Kau^tlya's Arthab&tra, ( Samasistry's 2nd ed. p. 47), "those who perform sacrifices 
(ffoft), spiritual guides i&c&rya) priests ( purohita ), and those learned in the Vedas ( hrotriya ) shall be 
granted Brahmadeya lands yielding sufficient produce ( Mifltpad&yaka ) and exempted from taxes and fines 
(+Ja$(la-kara)". Brahmadeya is also mentioned whon Kau|ilya says (fl, 20) that the da*rfa (rod) of 8 cubte 
( 192 ahguli* ) in length was used in measuring Brahmadeya and Xthhya lands. 
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the Magistrate of the district (rbahtra ; compare Dr. Fleet's Qupta Inscriptions, p. 32 
note), or of a raahfrin f This would remind us of those grants in which, on the other 
hand, it is stated that the right of punishing thefts and offences is reserved by the king, or 
of those in which the right to punish the 'ten offences' (sada&aparOdha ; see, e.g. the 
Alina plates, 1.67 in Dr. Fleet's Gupta Inscriptions, p. 179 and the Deo-Baraoirk 
inscription, 1. 17, ibid., p. 217) is transferred to the donee." A'parawpara-bali' 
vodka has been called a-paranipara-balivad/ia-gahana in the Hirahadagalli grant and 
has been translated by Buhler as "free from the taking of the oxen in succession". This 
parihara seems to suggest that the villagers had to supply bullocks for the bullock-carts 
used by royal officers when the latter went on a tour through the country. Abfin^apaiesa 
implies that no troups should enter the village of Virip&ra and cause d sturbances. 
Battles therefore could not be fought on the fields of this village. The next parihara is 
very important. According to Hultzsch, kura means "boiled rice' and colaka (collaka 
of the Hirahadagalli grant) is the same as cullakl i.e. pot. The word vin&si has not as 
yet been explained. Possibly it means "fuel". The words khata and aartivfaa respecti- 
vely mean "cot" and "dwelling". This parihara then implies exemption from the 
obligation of supplying boiled rice, water-pots, vinasi, cots and dwellings to the officers 
who visited the place. In this connection it is interesting to note the views of Manu 
(VII, w. 115-1 19). According to this law-giver, the king must appoint a headman called 
gramika over each village, a da&in or da&e&a over each unit of ten villages, a viifi6ati6a 
over each unit of twenty villages, a iate&a over each unit of hundred villages and a 
whars&dhipati over each unit of thousand villages. As remuneration, the head of 
thousand villages should enjoy a city, that of hundred villages a village, that of twenty 
villages five kulas of land, that of ten villages one kula of land, but 

yani raja-pradeyani pratyaham grama-v&sibhib i 
anna-pStn-endhan-admi gramikas = tan avapnuyat II 

"The headman of the village should get all of what is daily payable by the villagers 
to the king in the shape of food (anna), drink (pana) fuel and other things (indlan-adi)". 
By the above parihara then the village would appear to have been exempted from its dues 
to the gramika. But the words khafva (cot) and sarjivasa (dwelling) should possibly be 
referred to officers who came to the village on tour, the grumika being probably more 
or less a settled inhabitant of the village. In connection with this parihara we must also 
refer to line 8 of the Kudgere grant of Kadamba Mndhatjvarman (Ep. Ind., VI, p. 12) 
where the immunity is mentioned as a-khatua^vds-audana, "exempt from (the duty of 
providing) cots, abodes and boiled rice". 1 ^f* > 

The villagers of Viripara and the royal officials are asked to ex^fpj^he village and 
to. cause it to be exempted with all the above parihdras. It is a&o'/said that one w.ho 



1 A Tamil record of A. D. 1407 refers to revenue in rice (8akrtfrbhaktttity<$ and another of 1240 
mentions "all the revenue in paddy excluding tolls and the small tax for the village potijpe and, inclodinf the 
three handfals of paddy ;-the rice in Kirtika"; etc. {& I. L, I pp. 82, 89).. ;, v , > 
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would transgress the -royal edict and would give or cause to be given any-trouble <* 
annoyance to the donees, on him the royal authority should infilict bodily punishment. * - 

Th* ends of th ring that holds the plates together are secure in 'an elliptical se&l 
which bears in relief "art animal couchant and facing the proper right apparently a bull, 
as it has a hump on its back and belaw it the legend Aivaska (ndavarmanah ? ) in an 
alphabet which appears to be slightly different from that of the inscription" (ibid., p. 84): 
Thfc sfeals seem to have been kept ready in the record^office and were attached to a set 
of copperplates when the latter was prepared. 

At the beginning of the Mayidavolu grant, there is the word dithaw, i. e. "has 
Been seen", exactly as on the last plate of the Hirahadagalli grant. This possibly refers 
to a practice of examining the grants after the copying of the plates from a set kept in 
the king's record-office. 

II. Hirahadagalli is a place in the modern Bellary district of the Madras Presidency. 
The copperplate grant discovered there was issued from Karpcipura on the fifth day 
of the sixth fortnight of the rainy season in the 8th year of the Pallava Dharma^ 
mah&r&jadhir&ja Sivaskandavarman who is said to have belonged to the Bh&radv&ja 
gotra and is credited with the performance of the Agnitoma, Vajapeya and ASvamedha 
sacrifices. By this record the king granted a garden situated in the southern boundary 
of a village called Cillarekakocjurpka as a purihara, i. e. an honorific grant (see 
Manuaawhita, VII, v. 201). Two nivartanas of land were also granted in a village 
called Apijti, one for a threshing floor, and the other for a house, along with four 
Addhikas and two Kolikas. The grant was made in favour of a number of 
Brfchmaoas, the chief among whom was Agisamaja ( = Agnisarmarya). Addhika 
(-Ardhik(i) according to Buhler is "a labourer recieving half the produce." It has 
been referred to in the El lore grant of &laftkayana Devavarman as Addhiya-manussa 
(see Mimkwra on Yajfiavalkya, 1. 166). KolikS, as Buhler says (Ep. /we?., I, p. 9, 
note), "corresponds to Sanskrit Kaulikab and may mean 'weavers'. But it is also possible 
to think of the welUknown tribe of the Kolis, who are slaves." 

The village of Cillarekakoqluipka. as also possibly Apitti, was situated in the 
S&tfthani-ratfha (S&tav&hanJya-ra$tra) which is evidently the same as S&tavahani-hfira 
mentioned in the Myakadoni inscription of Pulumavi (ibid., XIV, p. 153) and 
corresponds roughly to the present Bellary district. The garden of Cillarekakocjurfika 
is said to have been originally granted by Sivaskandavarman's father. This part of the 
^empire was therefore occupied by the Pallavas as early as the time of 
y, before circa 300 A. D. 

officials, employed in the different parts of the vi$oya, have been 
with the observance of immunities: (1)' RajakumSra, (2) 
^4) M&davika, (5) DesSdhikata, (6) G&m&gamabhojaka, <7) Vaflava, 
(10) Arakhadhikata, (11) Gumika, (12) Tothika, *ad 
Uth th** Are also mentioned (14) the Saipcamntaka*nd (15) the 




EARLY PALLAVAS 39 

Bhacjamanusas who might be sent by the king to the villages in order to execute any 
commission (akma-pesana-ppayutta). Rijakum&ra seems to refer to princes who 
possibly acted as viceroys of the king, Sen&pati is obviously "leader of the army". The 
word Rafthika is equivalent to Sanskrit Rd^frika i. e- governor of a ratfra. As regards 
the next term, Buhler says (ibid., \, p. 7, note), "I consider the correction marulauika 
as certain and take the word man^aba or mat^apa, from which it has been derived, 
in the sense of modern mowfcivf, 'custom-house'. See Molesworth, Marathi 
Dictronary, sub voce." Leumann however thinks that manclavika is the same as 
mfojarpbika. i. e. "chief of a ma^amba district". DesSLdhikata ( - Ddadhikfta) is "ruler of 
a DeSa." Gamagamabhojaka has been translated by Bohler as "freeholders of various 
Villages/' This meaning of the word bhojaka is supported by its use in line 8 of the 
Hirahadagalli grant where the donees are called Cillarekako^urjika-bhojaka. -, In justify- 
ing the form gamagamabhojaka, Fausbfcll points out that repetitions of the same word 
with a lengthening of the final vowel of the first are commonly used in P&li in order to 
indidate the rtpsa (Joe. cit., p. 7, note). According to Amara, the word vallava means 
yopa which is obxiously the same as go-vallava of this inscription. Vallava therefore seems 
to be the same as wdlabha which is so common in early South Indian inscriptions and is 
accoring to Jatadhara, the same as a$va-rak?a (keeper of horses). Buhler has translated 
the two terms as "herdsmen" and "cowherds" respectively. Amacca is evidently the 
sarte as Sanskrit am&tya, "minister". Leumann thinks that ftrakhadhikata ( firak&dhikfta) 
means "employed as a guard." Buhler however read the word as Sir&v&dhikata 
and translated it as "foresters". Gumika (~gaulmika) is evidently "head of a gulma 
(outpost of soldiers)." According to Manu (VII, v. 114), a king must place a gulma in 
the centre of two, three, five or hundred villages in order to protect his kingdom 
<see also Manu, VII, 190, and Ep. Ind., XIV, p. 155). According to Bohler, Tothika 
may be conected with Prakrit tnha, "tirtha", and possibly means "overseers of fords 
or of bathing places". With neyika may be compared the word naiyijoka of the 
Ufuvupalli grant, which Fleet changed to niyukta (Ind. Ant., V, p. 52), Buhler 
thinks that naiyyoka is a mistake for naiyika, which would exactly correspond to 
neyika, and that both the terms are corruptions of Sanskrit n&yaka, which is -commonly 
pronounced n&ieka and seems to mean a military officer of the rank of corporal' or 
sergeant (Ep. Ind., I, p. 8- note 13). It however seems to me that neither Fleet nor 
Bohler is justified in the interpretation of neyika. Naiyyoka of the Uruvupalli grant 
isr^evidenriy a miskake for naiyogika which word we find in the Chendalur grant of 
Kdtti&ravi$rju H (Ibid., VIII, p. 233). The word is derived from niyoga and is evidently 
the same as niyogin which, according to Hemachanda, is synonymous with 
karmasaciva, dyukta and vyaprta. A vyapfta is known from the Kondamudi grant to 
})jV5 been ruler of an ahara. An ayukta is mentioned in an inscription of Budhagupta 
as a vi$ay<j'pati (ibid., XV, 139. Naiyogika (or niyogin) may therefore be suppqsed 
to have been the ruler of some territorial division. The saftcarantakaa are "spies" 
'te Wanu, VII. 122) and the bfrttamanuw** are "soldiers." 
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The grant is said to have been confirmed by libation of water (udak&dirri) and 
made valid as long as the moon and stars endure (a-carnda'tarakalika katUnaw}. All 
the eighteen kinds of pari haras were granted. The inhabitants of the vi$aya, specially 
those of ApiRi and Cillarekekakocjurpka, were ordered to observe the parihara* and to 
see that they were observed by others; The king says, "Now, if anybody, knowing 
this, proud of being a favourite of the king, should cause or cause to be caused a smaller 
obstacle to the donees, him, forsooth, we shall restrain by punishment. And further 
I pray both the future great warriors of our Pallava race who may rule within a 
period exceeding one hundred thousand years, as well as kings differing from us in 
descent, saying unto them : To him ' among you blessings, who in his time makes the 
people act according to the rule written above. But he who acts contrary to it shall 
be the lowest of men loaded with the guilt of the five mortal sins'." 



Of the eighteen kinds of pari haras the grant specifies that following : ( 1 ) 

inesi'khutt&'vasu, (2) A-dudha*dadhi-gah(ina t (3) A-rattha-sawvinayika, 
(4) A-loria-gulO'Cchobha, (5) A-kara-vetthi-konijala, (6) A'par<iwpara*baliv'i(lda' 
gahvyw, (7) A'tona'krtftha'gahana, and (8) A-haritaka'Saka-pupha-gdhona. The 
first parihara has already been explained in connection with the Mayidavolu grant. 
The next parihara, viz. A'dudha'dadhi-gahana, made the village free from the 
obligation of supplying sweet and sour milk, and appears to fall under the category of 
pana, daily payable by the villagers to the gramika (see Manu quoted above). A-raftha- 
sarpvinayika has been explained. A-lo^a-gula-cchobha (a-lavaria-gu^a-k^obha) has 
been translated by Blihler as "free from troubles about salt and sugar". That digging 
pits for extracting salt was a royal monopoly is known from a number of inscriptions 
which refer to pariharas like a-lona^khadaka ( O'lavana-khatakd), a-lavana^kreni^ 
khanaka (C. I. /., Ill, Nos. 55, line 28, and 56) and sa4oha-lavan<-akara (Ep. Ind., 
IV, p. 101). The word gu$a. mentioned along with lona, shows that the manufacture 
of sugar was also a royal monopoly. The next parihara means exemption from 
taxes, forced labour, and korpjala, the meaning of which is not known. A-parawparfa 
balivadha-gaharia has already been explained. The following immunity exempted 
the village from the obligation of supplying grass and wood (cf. indhana in the 
passage quoted from Manu). The last parihara of the list seems to signify exemption 
from supplying myrobalan, vegetables and flowers. Blihler says (ibid., I, p. 8, note 28), 
"Milk, grass, fire -wood, vegetables and so forth had to be furnished gratis by the villagers 
to royal officers and their servants. The custom still prevails in many native states." 
See also Manu quoted above. 

The grant was executed by the king himself and the plates were prepared in the 
hand'writing of his privy-councillor (rahusyadhikfta) Bhatpsamma who was the 
tihojaka (incimdar) of Koliv&la. 

The Hirahadagalli plates are held together by * ring to which n almost <ircui*r 
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and somewhat battered seal, about an inch in diameter, is attached. The emblem on 
the seal is an animal facing the proper right, which, according to Buhler, may be intended 
for a deer or a horse. 1 Below the emblenj stands the word Sivaakandavarmana)} the 
last three letters of which are defaced and doubtful. It is certain that the legend on the 
seal was written in Sanskrit like the mangala at the end of the inscription which reads 
svasti go-brahmana-lekhaka-v&caka'6rotrbhyafy iti. This along with the fact that 
th'g Mayidavolu and Hirahadagalli grants- sometimes express double consonants by 
two v letters show that these two grants were executed in a time when Sanskrit had already 
made its .way in the field of South Indian epigraphy. 

Ill- The British Museum plates appear to have been originally found at Kondakur 
in the Cuntui- district of the Madras Presidency. They were issued in the reign of >'- 
wVfltf'^K'iandavamnna (Skandavarman). We have already discussed about the identi* 
fixation of bivask \ndavar man of the Mayidavolu and Hirahadagalli grants and Skanda- 
varman of the British Museum grant and have shown that the identification is extremely 
doubtful. 

The donor of the grant is C&rudevi, wife (cfev?) of the Pallava Yuvamahftr&ja 
Buddhavarman and mother of a prince whose name has been conjecturally read by 
Huhzsch as Budhyaftkiira. The relation of Maharaja Skandavarman and Yuvamah&rija 
Buddhavarman is not specified in the grant. ^ * 

By this grant Carudevi seems to have addressed the villagers and officials at 
Kanaka (Kataka) to the effect that a certain field to be ploughed by Atuka on the 
western side of the drinking well below the raju4aclaga, containing four nivar tanas 
of land, had been giveh by her highness for the increase of her highness's life and 
power, to the god Narayana of the KuJUrnahataraka temple at Dalura. This 
Kuli-mahcUaraka'devakula appears .to signify a temple established by a Mahattara 
named Ku|i.^The villagers and officials have been asked to exempt the field with all 
immunities and to cause it to be exempted. The executor of the grant was Rohanigutta 
(Rohinigupta). ,. , 

*, The most interesting feature pf the i grant is that though it is written in Prakrit; it 
Contains two imprecatory verses (bah*tihir^ya$vdkj datta etc.) which are in Sanskrit 
and are so common in the Sanskrit copper-plate grants. This fact and the fact that the 
grant expresses double consonants, in ^11 casep, with two letters, appear to suggest that the 
fijfitish Museum grant is slightly .later than .the:j^rants of &vaskandavarman. 

The seal of Skandavarman attache^ j to. the British Museum granc jbews'a stantfjnig 
animal which faces the proper right jand looks,, like a deer, but mpst be meant for a butt, 
the crest of the Pallavas (cf. Bom. Gaz., \, ii f ."g. ,319, note 5), and f over the back of the 
bull, a few indistinct symbols which may be taken, for the sun, a crescent, and perhaps 
one or more stars (Ep. Ind., VIII, p. 144). , }f f . / * 



319, note 5 



The arnmtl is meat proUly \ bull which wai 1 the Wfcrt of the P^lUvAs ( see Bom. Gto*. 9 J/ii, 
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CHENDALUR GRANT OF KUMARAVIt4U II 

HPHE Chendalur grant was issued from u#a#a-Kaficipura in the fifth tit hi of the 
' * bright half of Kartika in the 2nd regnal of the Pallava king Kumaravisou II, who 
was the son of Maharaja Buddhavarman, grandson of Mahar&ja Kumaraviou 1 and 
great-grandson of Mah&r&ja Skandavarman. 

Like many other Pallava rulers, Kumaravi$ou II calls himself Kaliyuga-do$'uva- 
sanna dharnt-addharana-nityc^sannuddha. This epithet is also used by Vi$nugopa- 
varman, Sirphavarman, and Nandivarman of the Udayendiram grant. The Pallava 
kings thus appear to have boasted of being called "Defender of Faith" ; and the 
epithet possibly refers to the fact that they were determined to purify their Brahmanical 
faith which was influenced by heretical doctrines like Buddhism in the time of the later 
S&tav&hanas and the lk$vakus. Kumaravi$nu II has some epithets in common with 
Viougopavarman of the Uruvupalli grant. Like Viougopa and his son Sirphavarman, 
he is called bhagavat-pUdanudhy&ta and param<i'bltagtivata, and like the records of 
those two princes the Chendalur grant begins with the adoration jitaw bhagavatd. 
He was evidently a Vai$oava in .faith. 

The record is an order to the villagers of Cendalura in the Karmakara$tra and to 
all the naiyocjikas and vallabhus employed there. Chendalur, the find-spot of the 
inscription, is a place in the Ongole T&Iuka of the Nellore district. Hultzch has 
corrected Karmm&kara$tra as Karmar?tra known from several inscriptions. Karmma^ 
kar&$ra seems to be the same as Kamakarajha mentioned in a Nagafjunikonda ins- 
cription. 

The word naiyogika is derived from niyoga and is evidently the same as niyogin 
which appears to mean "governor of a district" (cf. nfyoifi karmasasiva ayukto vya- 
prta&-ca sah ; Hemacandra). Valiabha means either the king's favourites or keepers 
of the royal cattle. 

It is said that there were eight hundred pafttkas (pieces) of khas land (roja-vastu 
bhutcd sthitani) in the village of Cendafara r and that by this grant the king offered 432 
paftikas out of that land as aBrahmadeya (brahmadeya-maryadaya) to a BrSihmaoa 
named Bhavaskandatrata who belong?cJ to the .Kauo<Jinya gotra and Ch&ndogya sQtra. 
The lands given did not include what 1 was previously granted for the enjoyment of gods 
(devabhoga'hala-varjjaffl). The grant was executed with a hope for the increase of the 
king's longevity, strength, victory and wealth, in accordance with the hala-nyaya (laws 
regarding the io/as, like dewhala^bhifouhala, etc.) and was made immune with all 
the pan* Aaros. - 
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The villagers and officers were ordered to observe the immunities and to see that 
others observed them. People who would violate this order have been threatened with 
physical punishment. The charter ends with the maAgala go-brahmanan (sic.) nanda~ 
tu, sasty^astu praidbhyafi, which reminds us of a similar mangala at the end of the 
Hirahadagalli grant of Sivaskandavarman. , , 

The word paftika ordinarily means "a piece of cloth" ; on analogy, it seems 
to mean "a piece of land". We do not know whether pvttika here signifies a particular 
land-measure like the nivartana. The land is said to have been situated in the Kava- 
cakara bhoga of the Katmmakara$tra. Bhoga is evidently the same as bhukti of North 
Indian inscriptions. It signifies a territorial unit like ''district". Cf. Pallava-bhogga 
(K&nci ?) mentioned in the Mahavarjisa (Ind. Cult. r 1, p. Ill) 



Viri N 

UDAyENDIRAM GRANT (No. I) OF NANDIVARMAN. 

A 

HTHE Udaycndiram grant was' issued from Kfcficipura on the fifth tit hi of the bright 
* half of Vaiakha, possibly in the first year of the Pallava king Nandivarman, son of 
Skandavarman 11, grandson of Sirphavarman and great-grandson of Skandavarman I. Like 
the other reigning Pallava kings/ Nandivarman is called kaliyuga'do^ftvasanna-dharni' 
oddharana-nitya'sannaddAa. His epithets ^hagavat-pa^nudhyata and paramo* 
bh&gavata along with the fact that his grant begins with the adoration jitatfi bhagavata, 
shows that he was a Vai?oava like Visougopa, Sirphavarman and Kumaraviiju II. 

Udayendiram, the find^spot ot Nandivarman's grant, is a place in the North Arcot 
district. The grant is full of textual mistakes ; the characters moreover do not belong 
to the early Pallava period. According to Kielhorn (Ep. Ind., Ill, p. 143), the grant is 
to be palaeographically assigned to about A. D. 680 ; according to Fleet however it was 
fabricated about 955 A. D. But the fact that the four kings mentioned in it are given 
exactly in the same order in the Vayalur record and that the style and phraseology of 
the grant are very similar to those of the early Pallava records, seems to prove that the 
grant was copied, though by an incompetent scribe, from an early genuine record. 

By this grant, the Pallava king Nandivarman offered four pieces of arunya lar.d in 
the K&ficiv&yil-grama of the 'A<Jeyara-ratra, accoring to pUrva-bhoua-maryaiia, to a 
Brahmaija named Kujacarman ( * Kula&rman) who was an inhabitant of Kaficivayil and 
belonged to the Kau&ka gotra, Pravacana sQtra and Taittirlya caraoa. The lands were 
granted in accordance with Brahmadeya-maryada, with all the immunities and with the 
exception of devabhoga-hala, for the increase of the king's longevity, strength, victory 
and wealth. It is said that the four pieces of forest-land in Kaficivayil-grama are to be 
made immune with all the pan harus and that anyone who would violate the order 
should be physically punished. 

The seal of Nandivarman attached to the Udayendiram grant is circular. It 
contains in bas-relief the figure of a standing bull facing the proper left. There is a much 
worn and illegible inscription at the margin (loc. cit). 



IX 

OMGODU GRANT ( NO. I ) OF SKANDAVARMAN II. 

IN the Omgodu grant (no. 1) of Skandavarman II, the reigning king's greit-grandfather, 
Kum&ravi$nu, has been called a&vamedhayujl, i. e. perfomer of the Horse-sacrifice. 
He was therefore a great king who was possibly a successor of Virakorcavarman of the 
Darsi plate. 

Kumfcravi$ou was succeeded by his son Skandavarman I who is mentioned in the 
Omgodu (no. 1) and Uruvupalli grants. He is said to have been a parama'brahmanya ; 
but his most significant epithet seems to be ava-vlry-adhigata^rajyu, which means to 
say that he obtained the kingdom by his own valour. His father was a powerful king 
who performed the great a^vamedha sacrifice. The significance of this epithet may 
therefore be lhat after the death of KumaravUou, Skandavarman I quarrelled with his 
brother who was probably Kumaravipu's successor at K&ftci, and carved out a separate 
principality in the northern part of the Pallava kingdom. Kumaravi^u's successor at 
KStfici was possibly Buddhavarman mentioned in the Chendalur grant. 

The son and successor of Skandavarman 1 was Vlravarman who has been called 
"the sole hero in the world" in all the inscriptions. He was possibly a warrior of 
considerable importance. According to Krishnasastri (Kp- Ina., XV. p. 2 '9), this 
Viravarman is to be ident'fied with Virakorcavarman of the Darsi plate. Darsi, identi- 
fied by some scholars with Daianapura, is a place in the Podili division of the Nellore 
district. Only the first plate of the Darsi grant has been discovered ; it was edited by 
Hultzsch in Ep. Ind. t I, 357. The grant was issued from the adhitfhQna of victorious 
DaSanapura by a Pallava king whose name and genealogy cannot be known until the 
missing plates of the grant are found. Only the name of Virakorcavarman, great- 
grandfather of the issuer, is known. The Sanskrit form of the name is Virakorca which 
is found in the Vayalur and Velurpalaiyam records. The use of this Prakriti^ed name 
appears to show that the grant was issued at a time when Prakrit was still lingering in the 
field of South Indian epigraphy. The identification of this king with Vlravarman 
however seems to me doubtful, since these two distinct forms (viz. VlrakQrca and 
Viravarman) are found as names of (different kings in the Vayalur list of early Pallava 
kihgs. Virakorca of the Darsi plate may be the same as (the second) VirakQrc* qf 
the Vayalur list. , , 

Viravarman was succeeded by his son who is called Irf^myaya-Skandavarman 
in his own Omgodu grant (no. IX but simply Skandavarman in the inscriptions, 
of his descendants. He has sonrje epithets in common with Kum8Lravi$rju I of the. 
Chendalur grant and al$p with Skandavarman II of the Udayendiran gr&ftt, Though* 



46 EARLY PALLAVAS 

he is not called parama-bhaaavata, his opithet bhagavad-bhakti'Sadbhava-sambhavita 
sarvQ-kaluaqa in the grants of his grandson shows that he was a Vai$rjava. 

The Omgodu grant (no. 1) was issued from the victorious city of Tambrapa 
in the 33rd regnal year of Skandavarman II, on. the thirteenth tittd of the third 
Hemanfc-pak$a.' This form of dating resembles that used in the early Prakrit grants 
and is remarkably different from the form of dating used in the Sanskrit giants of 
the Pallavas. It therefore shows that Skandavarman II ruled not long after the kings 
of the Prakit charters. We have already shown that some parts of the Mayidavolu, 
Hirahadagalli and British Museum grants are written in Sanskrit and that the issuers 
of those grants could not have ruled long before the kings who issued the 
Sanskrit grants. We have also suggested that the Sanskrit grants showing consider- 
able Prakrit influence may roughly be placed in the period between the middle of 
the fourth and the beginning of the fifth century A.D. 1 

By this grant the king made a Brahmadeya of the village of Orpgodu in the Karma- 
r&${ra, and offered the same with the exception of the devnbhoga'hala, in a form of 
satvika-ddna, to a dvi-veda and $aclahga-par(tga Brahmana named GolaSarman of the 
KftSyapa gotra. The,Karma-rL$tra in which Omgodu was situated has been taken to be 
the same as Kamma-nacjb of later Telugu inscriptions and has been identified with the 
northern part of Nellore and southern part of Guntur. According to Krishnasastri 
(Ep Ind., XV, p. 254), Orpgotfu may be the same as modern Ongole, the headquarters 
of the Ongole feluka of the Guntur district. Of the boundaries of Omgodu given in the 
Omgodu grant (no. 2) of Simhavarman, Kodikiip may be identical with modern Koniki 
near Ongole and Penukaparru may be the same as Pinukkiparu mentioned as the family 
name of certain Brfchmarias who were recipients of a village called Tandantottam near 
Kumbakonam (S. I. /., II, pp. 519, 532). 

The seal of Skandavarman II attached to the Omgcdu grant (no. 1) is almost cir- 
cular. It is totally worn away, and has no trace of any symbols, "though it may be 
presumed to have had on it originally the recumbent bull, as in the case of other Pallava 
grants" (Ep. Ind , XV, p. 249). 

1. It should however be noticed that two grants of the Kadamba kings Mrgekvarman and Ravivarman 
who ruled about the end of the 5th and the beginning of the 6th century are dated in the old fashion. One is 
dated in the 4th year of Mrg'Javarman on the full-moon day of the 8th fortnight of Vars& (Ind. Ant., vii, pp. 
37*38) and thi othar in the i Ith year of Ravivarman on the 10th' tithi of the 6th fortnight of Hemanta (#., vi, 
p. 28) This old way of expressing dates in such a late period is certainly due to Jain influence. The inscription 
ofMesa records the grant of a village in three equal shares to the holy Arhat and great Jinendras, to the 
MaM&amanA'samgh* of the vetapat,as (i.e. the,Svetambara' Jains) and to the same of the Nirganthas (i.e. the 
Digambara Jains). The inscription of Ravivarman records the grant of lands to the Jinas in order that the 
ceremony of ablution might 'always be performed without fail on the Mi-moon days. To the Jain monks 



X. 

CROWN-PRINCE VISNUGOPA AND DHARMA-MAHARAJA 

SMHAVARMAN. 

\ /ISNUGOPA or Visougopavarman, son of Skandavarman II, did not ascend the 
* throne. His Uruvupalli grant was issued in the 1 1th year of the reign of Maharaja 
Sirphavarman. Fleet thought that this Siiphavarman was an elder brother of the Yuvamah*- 
r5ja (or Yuvaraja) Viriugopavarman. Hultzsch, however, suggests that he is no other 
than Vi$nugopa's son who issued the Omgodu (no. 2), Pikira and Mangalur grants. 
According to the latter view therefore the Pallava throne passed from Skandavarman II 
directly to his grandson Siiphavarman- 

In the Uruvupalli grant Vi?nugopavarman calls himself praja-sarfirafijana-paripal' 
an-odyoga-sat<it<i-s(\tra-vrata-dlky,ta and rujar?i-yuna-8arva~8andoha-vi}igl?u, which 
he could not have said if he was not a ruler of subjects. As a crown-prince he was 
possibly in charge of a district of the Pallava kingdom. The district of which he was the 
governor probably had its headquarters at Palakkada from where the UruvupaHi grant 
was issued. As we have already noted, both Vi^nugopa and his son Sirphavarman are 
called parama-bhugavata in the incriptions all of which begin with the adoration 
bhagavata. They were evidently Vaisnava. In this connection, the name 
and the dedication of 200 nivartanas of land (595 acres according to Kautflya, .but 
148'6 acres according to his commentator ; see Sue. Sat. East. Dec., p. 41 n.) tp the 
god Viymhara are also to be noted. 

In all the inscriptions of Vi$ougopa and Sirphavarman, the Patlavas have been 
credited with the performance of many aivamedhas or many kratus. So far .we khow 
only of two Pallava kings who performed the Horse'Sacrifice. The first of them is 
Sivaskandavarman of the Mayidavolu and Hirahadagalli grants, and. the second is 
Kumaravi$ou, grandfather of Skandavarman II who issued the Omgodu grant (on. 1). 
The former is also credited with the performance of the Agnitfoma and Vdjapeya 
sacrifices. , . ; ' '* , ' 

In the Omgodu grant (no. 2) -of Sftrthavarman, the Pallavas-have been referred -to 
as vallabha which is evidently the same as 6rl-vallabha 'of the Mangalur grant, h is 
interesting to note that titles like Srt'Vallabha, prthivwallabha efc. were adopted By 
individual Calukya kings of Badami. 1 We do not know whether the Calukyas afrprppriat* 

I. The Calukya antagonist of Pallava hJarasiiphav^rnnan has been called VaU*bha*ftja i jM bakuto 

vaUabha-rajasya etc. of the Udayeodiram grant, *o< 2. 2nd, Ant.< VII L p. 273). Jp the SmraangAdhJnscfip^ 

tion (ibid., XI, p. 1 1 1), the Calukya contemporary, of R&$|rakQ(a Daptifiurga (H) has beer* called Vallabha. In 

, the Yevur and Miraj grants (ibid* VIII, pp. 12-14), the Calukyas themselves refer to the greatness of their family 
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ed the title of the Pallavas. It is however certain that the R&strakota kings who succeeded 
the Calukyas in the sovereignty of the Deccan appropriated these titles and were 
therefore known an Vallabharaja. Arabic travellers of the 9th and 10th centuries men- 
tion a powerful dynasty of the Balharas who ruled at MgLnkir. According to R. G. 
Bhandarkar (Bom. &oz , 1, Pt. ii, p. 209), Balhara is an Arabic corruption of Vallabhar&ja 
and the Balhar&s of Mankir are no other than the Ra$trakatas O f Manyakheja. 1 

I. The Uruvupalli grant of Vi$ougopavarman was issued from the glorious and 
Victorious sthana of Palakkacja. By this grant, the Dharma--yuvamah&r&ja Vi?nugopavar- 
man, who belonged to the Bh&radvftja gotra and the Pal lava family, issued an information 
about his grant to the villagers oP Uruvupalli (situated in the Muncjara^ra) and an 
order to all the uyuktuka*, all the nniyyokas, raja-vallabha* and snncarantaka* who 
had to make the following gift of the crowrvprince immune with all the pnriharaa. The 
grant was in the form of 200 niwirtanas of lands which were made a devabhoqa to be 
enjoy, d by the god Vi?ouhara whose temple called Visiiulvra-devakula was built by 
the senupati Vi$ouvarman , at a place called Karj^utora (or Keo^ukQra). The object of 
the grani was the increase of longevity and strength of the grantor. It is warned that 
anyone who would transgress the order would be liable to physical punishment. The 
plates are said to have been given in the llth year of Sirphavarma-maharaja, on the 
tenth day of the dark half of Pau?a. 

Ayuktaka which is synonymous with niyogin, karma-saciva and vyapfta, seems 
to mean "governor of a district". The passage asmin vi$aye sarvayuktukab possibly 
shows that there were several ayuktakas employed in a single vi?aya. The word 
miyyoka is evidently the same as nmyogika of the Chendalur grant which is derive^ 
frcim niyoga (office, employment) and seems to mean "governor". The word 
rdja-vallabha may signify favourites or subordinates of the Pallava king. It may also 
possibly refer to keepers of the royal horses cr cows 2 . Saficarantaka has already been 
explained, it is the same as saftcara of Kautilya's ArthaSastra. For the appoinment 
of spies in the king's own state to report him about the conduct of his officials and 
subjects, see Manusatflhita, VII. 122. 



as eallabhartija-laktmi. These are only a few of the examples. Dr. Ray Chaudhuri points out to me that 
the fuller from of the epithet; is M-ptthivi-vallabha which possibly suggests that these Vai;nava kings claimed 
to have b&rTincamatians of Vi?nu who is the vatlabha of both &rt and Pfthivi. Thcrt^eems to b* An analogy 
between these kings' upholding Dharma from the Kaliyuga-do^a and Vifnu's upholding Ptfhw* from die 
Pralaya in his Varlha tncaf nation. The figure! of two queens with each of the two Pallava kings engraved on 
the portals of the Var&ha cave (identified jby Krishnasastri with Mahendravarman 1 and his son Narasimhavarman 
appear to represent symbolically Sri and Prthtv? (see my note in Ind. Cult., H, pp. 131432), 

1. "Vailabharija should, by the rules of Prakrit or vernacular pronunciation, become VaU^bha^rfty or 
y. r The last is the same as the Balhatt of the Arabic" (loc. cit. ; also pp. 387f.). ^ 

2. Cf. vallaw in the Pikira and HtNLhadaiiM grants, and voKoMa in the Chendalur and Mangalur 
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The word devabhoga is the same as devatra, devasat, devadeya and devadayu, 
and signifies "religious donation to a god". In numerous South Indian grants reference 
is made to the fact that the land is granted with the exception of lands previously given 
away as devobhoga-hala. The word devahala has been used in the same sense in 
the Peddavegi grant of Nandivarman II alaftkayana (Sue. Sat. East. Dec , p. 80). 

The village of Uruvupalli in the Mundarastra has not yet been identified. The 
boundary of the field granted is however clearly stated in the charter. The southern 
and eastern sides of the field were bounded by the river Suprayoga (or Suprayoga). 
At the northern extremity was a large tamarind tree covered with hills ; and the western 
side was bounded by the villages of Kondamuruvudu, Keodukdra and KararupGra. 

According to Fleet, (7//r/. Ant., V. p. 5), 'The seal connecting the plates bears the 
representation of what seems to be a dog, but in native opinion, a lion". The figure is 
possibly that of a bull. 

II. The Omgodu grant (no. 2) was issued from an un-named skandh&vura on 
the fifth tit hi of the bright half of Vai&kha in the fourth regnal year of Simhavarman, 
son of Vinugopa. By this record, the king granted the village of Omgodu (previously 
granted by his grandfather to a Brahmana named GolaSarman of the KaSyapa gotra) 
to a Brahmana named Deva^arman who was an inhabitant of Kondura and belonged 
to the Ka^yapa gotra. Deva&rman was possibly a relative and heir of Golaferman. 
The village of Kondura seems to be the same as the native village of SivaSarman, 
recipient of the Polamuru grant of Vi^nukundin Madhavavarman I, and of Casami- 
sarman, recipient of the Narasaopet grant of Pallava Visougopavarman II. The identifi- 
cation of Omgodu in the Karmaratfra has already been discussed. 

The grant is here referred to as parva-bhoga-vivarjito, which seems to be the 
same as devabhoya'hala-vurj'i of other grants. It was endowed with all the pariharaa, 
and is said to have been copied from the oral order of the Bhaftaraka, i.e. the king 
himself. According to Krishnasastri ( Ep- 2nd., XV, p. 252), the characters of this grant 
are of a later period than that used in Simhavarman's other grants. He is therefore 
inclined to think that the grant was copied from an original record about the beginning 
of the 7th century A. D. 

In line 22 of the grant, reference is made to an eclipse being the occasion of the 
grant. It is howevef contradicted by the details of the date, viz. 5th lunar day of the 
bright half of Vateakha (11.31-32). Krishnasastri however tried to reconcile the two 
particulars by supposing "that the grant which was actually made on the new moon day 
of Chaitra, a possible day for the nearest solar eclipse, was engraved on the copper-plates 
five days aftei, i.e. on the 5th day of the bright half of VaiSStkha" (ibid., p. 253) 1 . 

1. According to Fleet (J. R. A. S., 1915, p. 473), SimHavarman, son of Visnugopa, is to be identified! 
with the king of the same name who is known from the Lokavibh&ga to have ascen &d the throne in A. D. 
436. in A. D..(436 + 3=t) 439 (or 440) however there was no solar eclipse on the newmDon day of C&itra. 
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III. The Pikira grant of Sirphavarman was issued from the glorious and victorious 
camp at the king's residence at Menmatura in his 5th regnal year on the third tit hi of 
the bright half of ASvayuja with a hope for the increase of his longevity, strength and 
victory. The copper-plates were discovered at Nelalur in the Ongole t&luka of the 
Guntur district. 

By this record, the villagers of Pikira in the Muo<Jara$$ra, as well as the 
adhyak$as, vallavas and 6u*ana-sancarin$ stationed in the ra{ra, W ere informed 
of the king's gift of the above village, endowed with all the immunities, but with 
the exception of lands previously granted for the enjoyment of gods, to a Taittirlya 
Br&hmaoa named Vilasa^arman who belonged to the Kaiyapa gotra. The king says 
here that, as the village of Pikira has been made a Brahmadeya, it should be made 
immune with all pariharas by the king's officials who would also see that they be 
observed by others. Any one transgressing this order is warned to be liable to physical 
punishment. The word adhyofaa means a "superintendent" or a "ruler" (Apte, S. E. 
Dictionary, s. v. ; Otia. IX, 10 ; Kumariisambhava, VI, 17). 1 Vallava means 
gopa according to Amara ; other Pallava inscriptions (e. g. the Chendalur and Mangalur 
grants) have vallubha which means ghotaka-rakwika according to Jatadhara (see 
Sabdakulpadrunta, s. v. palaka.) According to Amara however vallabha means 
adhynksa which has been explained by a commentator as gav'adhyak$a (ibirt., 
s. v.). Vallabha is generally taken to signify favourites of the king. Sasana-sancarin 
may be the same as &a*ana-hara i.e. messenger; it may also be identical with 
s'incarantaka of other inscriptions. 

The seal of Sirphavarman attached to the Pikira grant is very much worn, 
but bears in relief, on a counter-sunk surface, an animal with mouth open and 
face to the proper left. It is represented as seated on a horizontal line that is in 
relief. It closely resembles the animal represented on the seal attached to the 
Uruvupalli grant. The tail and fore-legs of the animal are not seen (Ep. Ltd., Vlll, 
p. 160). 

IV. The Mangalur grant was issued from Da&napura (identified with Darsi 
in the Nellore district), on the fifth Hthi of the bright half of Caitra in the 8th 
year of Sirphavarman's reign with the hope of increasing his longevity, strength and 
victory. 

By this record, the king granted the village of Maftgacjur in the Veftgor4$tra 
as a Brahmadeya to the following Brahmanas ; (1) Apastambiya Rudra&trnan of 
the Atreya gotra, (2) Apastambiya TorkkaSarman of the Vfttsayana gotra, (3) Apas- 
tambiya Darna&rman of the Kauiika gotra, (4) Apastambiya Yajfia&rman of the 
BhAradv&ja gotra, (5) Apastambiya Bhavakojigupta of the Par&gara gotra and (6) 

1. Bring connected with vallaca (cow*hcrd), may tMftyafcja signify gav-&dkyat*a ? 
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Vaiasaneyi Bhartr&rman, (2) Audamedha, (8) Chandoga, (9) Sivadatta and (I0> 
Hairaijyakeia athikumara of the Gautama gotra. 

The villagers of Mafigadur as well as the adhyakws, vallabhas and &&sana- 
saficSLrins were informed of the donation which was endowed with all the immuni- 
ties, but was with the exception of the devabhoga-hala. The villagers and officials 
were ordered to observe the immunities themselves and to see also that others 
observed them. Transgressers of the order were liable to physical punishment. 

Veftgora$tra seems to be the district of Vehgi which lies between the rivers 
Krishna and Godavari. This district was in the possession of the alaftk&yanas as 
early as the time of Ptolemy (140A.D.). At the time of Siryihavarman, the southern 
fringe of the district was possibly occupied by the Pallavas. 
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22 


Karmarasja 


... 26, 42, 49 


Hastivarman 


18 


KarmO'saciva 


39, 48 


Hebbata 


31 


Kasakudi 


12, 30, 33 


Himalaya 


2, 21 


Kashmir 


1 


Hirahadagalli 8, 10, 


15, 18, 19, 32, 35, 36, 


Kasyapa 


23 


38, 


39,40,41,43,46,47 


Kataka 


41 


Horse-sacrifice 10, 


20, 22, 23, 35, 45. 47 


Kautilya 


36 


Hdna 


10 


Kavacakara 


43 


Iksvaku 


... 17,18,42 


Keo^ukara 


48, 49 


Jaggayyapetta 


17. 18 


Kharia 


13 


Jain 


1 


Khryse 


5 


Jub.balpore Dist. 


11 


Kistna Dist. 


... 3, 16, 17 


Junagadh 


3, 9. 17 


Kodavali 


3, 16 


Kaccippedu 


2 


Kodikirp 


46 


Kadaka 


41 


Kolandia 


5 


.Kadamba 3, 9, II, 


12, 13 1-9,20,25,31 


Koll 


' 38 




32, 35, 36, 37, 46 


Kolivala 


40 
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Kolkhi 


4,5 


Magadha 


11 


Komari 


4 


Mahabharata 


3 


Kondakur 


41 


Mahabhasya 


1 


Kondamudi ... 12, 


19,39 


Maharathi 


4, 8 


Kondamuruvudu 


49 


Mahasenapati 


8 


Kon^ura 


49 


Maha^ramana-sarpgha 


4, 6 


Koniki 


46 


Mahendra, mountain 


2 


Konkanivarman 


29 


Mahendravarman 1 


... 30, 34, 48 


Korkai 


4 


Mahidhara 


10 


Kottampalugu 


18 


MaisAlia 


5 


Krishna, river 


51 


Moisflloi 


5 


Krsna 


22,23 


Majerika 


7 


Krsnagiri 


2 


Malanga 


5, 13 


Krsnavarman 1 


20,31 


Malavalli 


19 


Krsnavarman 11 


19 


Malavikagnimitra 


11 


Kudgere 


37 


Malaya 


2 


Kula 


37 


Malkhed 


2 


Kulacaraman 


44 


Mdn^avika 


39 


Kulaipa 


9 


Mandhatrvarman 


19, 37 


Kula&rman 


44 


Mangador 


50, 51 


Kuji 


41 


Mangalur 24, 25, 26, 


27, 30, 47, 48, 50 


Kulottunga-Cola 


11 


Manjhira 


7 


Kumaravisnu, of the Nellore-Ountur 


Manklr 


48 


grants 13, 14, 24, 26, 27, 32, 


35,45 


Manyakheta 


48 


Kumiravisnu 1, of the Kanct grunts 




Masalia 


5 


14, 30. 32, 34, 


42,45 


Maski 


3 


Kumaravisnu II 30, 32, 34, 39, 


42,44 


Masulipatam 


5, 6, 7 


Kumarika 


4,21 


Mathura 


22 


Kumbakqnam 


46 


Matsya 


9 


Kunc^ur 


26 


Matsya Purana 


15, 16 


Kuntala ... 11, 


13,20 


Maurya 


1,11 


Kuram 


30,33 


Mayidavolu 8, 15, 18, 


19. 32, 35, 36, 38 


Kumool Dist. 


2,35 




40,41,46,47 


Ku$&oa 


10 


Mayara&rman 


19, 35, 36 


Ma^avika 


38 


Menmatura 


25, 50 


Madhava I 


29 


Mewar 


35 


Madhava li ... 28, 


29,35 


Miraj 


47 


Madhavavarman 


20,49 


Modoura 


5 


Madras, city 


4 


Mrgeavarman 


19, 46 


Madras Presidency ... 2. 


41, 38 


Mukkaoti 


13- 
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48, 49, 53 



Paithan 
Palakkacja 



7, 15 
13, 24, 47, 48^ 



Myakadoni 


... 


4, 


16, 


38 


rainava 


y, it* 


Mysore 


2. 9, 


35 


Pallab 


13 


Naga 


6, 7, 8, 


12, 


13, 


14 


Pallava, epomym 


12,33 


Nagarjunikonda 
Nahapana 


17, 


18, 


36, 


42 
17 


Pallava, dynasty 1, 4, 7, 8, 9, 
13, 15, 18, 19, 20, 22, 


10: 11, 12, 
24, 25, 28, 


Naiyogika 


... 


39, 


42, 


48 


29, 30, 31, 33, 84. 35, 


36, 38, 39, 


Naiyyoka 


... 






48 41, 42, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48. 51 


Nanakkasa 








31 


Pallava-bhoga 


43 


Nandigram 


... 






17 


Pallavamalla-Nandivarman ... 


12,22 


Nandivarman, Pallava Kiiuj 29, 


30, 


31. 


Palnad 


17 






32, 


42, 


44 


Palotkata 


26 


Nandivarman II, fealahkayana 








Paficala 


11 


King 






29, 


49 


Pandion 


5,6- 


Nandivarman III, Later Pallava 




12 


Pandiones 


5 


Nandivarma-Pallavamalla 






12, 


22 


Papaya 


5 












p= -,;-; 


I, 


Narasaopet 


... 


26, 


27, 


49 


ranini ... 


i 


Narasirphavarman 


... 




47, 


48 


Parihara 40, 42, 44, 


48, 49, 50 


Narayarja 


... 






41 


Pariy&tra 


2 


Nasik 


... 2, 3. 7 


19 


Parthian 


9, 10 


Nelalur 


... 






50 


Pataliputra 


1,33 


Nellore, city 


... 






2 


Patanjali 


1 


Nellore Dist 5, 24, 26, 


34, 42, 


45, 


46, 


50 


| Peddavegi 


29,49- 


Neyika 


... 






39 


Pennar 


2,6 


Nilgiri 


... 






2 


Penukonda 28, 


29, 34, 35 


Nirgrantha 


... 






46 


Penukaparru 


46 


Niada 


... 






22 


Periplus 


4, 5, 6, 9 


Nisamma 


... 






5 


Pikira 24, 25 26, 27, 


30, 47, 50 


NitimStrga-Koftguoivarma- 










Pinukkiparu 


46- 


Permanacji 









25 


Pitundra 


5 


Nivartana 


. . 




43, 


48 


Podili 


45 


Niyogin 


... 


39, 


42, 


48 


Podiyil 


2 


Nolamba 


..* 






9 


Paduka 


5 


North Arcot Dist 


... 






44 


Polamuru 


20, 26, 49 


Q^adi 


... 






9 


Pracarpta 


2 


Omgodu 24, 35, 26, 27, 


32,45, 


46, 


47, 


49 


PravacanasQtra 


44 


Ongole 




42, 


46, 


50 


Pravarasena I 


O/V 

ifX* 


Orthoura 


... 






5 


Preh&ra 


55- 


Ozn6 


. 
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Prthivivallabha 
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PulakeSin II 

Puloma 

Pulumavi 
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, 17,51 
5,6 
12 

12,30 
16 
3,4,7,9, 16,38 



Pulumavi' Vasitfhiputra 3, 7, 15, 16, 17, 19 

Pu$yamitra ... 1,21 

Puvakefuja ... 36 

ItahasyAdhikrta ... 40 

R&jakumara ... 38, 39 

Rajanya, ... 21 

Rajasirpha 12, 30, 33 

Rajataraftgini 1 

Ra$trakQ{a -2, 11,47,48 

Rutfrika 39 

Rafthika 38, 39 

Rautia 13 

Ravivarman 25,31,32, 46 

Rayakota 9 

Rohanigutta 41 

Rohinigupta 41 

JJksavat 2 

Rudradaman 3, 7, .9, 10, 15, 17 

Rudra&rman 50 

Rudra-Satakaroi 3 

Sadakaija-Kalalaya 4 

iaka 9, 10 

Sakya m 23 
Salaftkayana 18, 19, 28, 38, 49, 5 1 

Samangadh ... ,47 

.^amudragupta 8, 18, 29, 32, 34 

JSangara ... 5 

S&ntivaravarman ... 31 

Sintivarman, Kadamba King 35 

^knlivwtiian, Pallava King 31 

JSarpa+uJrla ... 23 

Sasthikumara ... 51 

,.. 38 



Satakargi ... 7 

Satakanji-Cag<}a ... 1 6, . 1 7 

Gautamlputra 2, 7, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17 
Rudra ... 3 

ivaskanda ... 16, 19 

SivaSri ,.. 3, 16 

Viohukada ... 19 

-Yajfia ... 3, 7, 16 

Satapatha-Brahmana ... 17 

oata-Sivamaka ... 3 

Satavahana 2,3,4,7,8,9, 10, 11, 

15, 16, 17, 19,38,42 

Satayahanihara ... 4, 38 

Sat^ahaniya-ra{ra ... 38 

Sata^Candra ... 3 

Satyasena ... 13 

ScythoKuana ... 20 

Sena ... 11 

Senani ... 23 

Senapati ... 38, 39 

Setagiri ... 2 

Sewar ... 13 

Siam ... 7 

Sirphavarman, of the Nellore-Guntur 

grants 26, 27, 30, 42, 44, 46, 47 

48,49,50,51 
Sirphavarman, of Kancl ... 24, 25, 

28, 29, 30, 32, 34, 44 
Sirphavarman, of the Vayalur record 

(No. 45) . ... 30,34 

Sirphavarman, of the Vayalur record 

(No. 46) ... 30, 34 

Siiphavarman, Later Pallava 26, 30, 34 
Sirphavarman'Madhava ... 29 

Sirphavisou, Later Pallava... 12, 26, 32 
Sirphaviou-Narasiiphavarman 4& 

Sindhu ... 21 

Siriptolemaios ... 7, 15 

&va ... 13 

Srvadatta ... 51 
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&ivagupta 

^ivamaka-Sata 

SivaSarman 

Sivaskandagupta 

^ivaskandanagaSri, wrongly printed 

(I. 7) feivaskandavarman 
Sivaskanda-Satakarni 
JSivaskandavarman, King of Banavast 
ivaskandavarman, Early Pallava 

8,10, 12, 15, 18, 19,20,25,28,31, 

35,36,38,41 
ivaskandila 
SivaSrl-Satakaroi 
Skandanaga 
Skanda^iya 
Skandavarman, of the British Museum 

grant 8, 15, 18, 19, 28, 32, 35, 41 
Skandavarman, of the Chendalur grant 

30, 32, 3- 
Skandavarman I, of the Udayandiram 

grant 29, 30, 

Skandavarman II 29, 30, 32, 
Skandavarman I, of the Nellore-Guntur 

grants 24, 

Skandavarman I 24, 25, 26, 27, 

32, 

Sopatma 
Soringoi 
Sdmagos 
Southern Sea 

Sriparvata 
Sri&ila 



&uddhodana 
&uftga 
Suprayga 
SuranSga 
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Pae 


2 


Saryanfiga 


6-' 


9 


Su$kaletra 


1 


3. 16 


Suvarrjagiri 


2 


26 


Suvi&kha 


9 


9, 19 


Svetambara 


4 




Svetapaja 


46 


19 


Taittiriya 


44,50 


16, 19 


Talgunda 


35 


Itf 19 


Tambrapa 


24,46 




Tamraparrji 


4 


31, 


Tandantottam 


46 


43,47 


Tanjore 


5- 


19 


Tiastenes 


15 


3, 16 


Tinnevelly Dist. 


2,4 


3,4 


Trilocana 


' 12, 13 


9, 13 


Trinayana 


13 


>.um 


Trinetra 


12,13 


35,41 


Torka&rman 


50 


cm 


Tuihika 


38, 39 


34,42 


Udayacandra 


22 


\m 


Udayendiram 22,30,31, 


32, 33, 


34,44 


H42, 


44, 45, 47 


44,45 


Ugrasena 


13 


ntur 


Ujjain Symol 


4 


32,45 


Ujjayinl 


3,15 


27, 


Uragapura 


5,6 


46,47 


UraiyQr 


5,6 


5 


Uruvupalli 24, 25, 26, 27, 


30, 39, 


5 


42, 45, 46, 


48, 49, 50 


5,6,7 


Vakajaka 


10, 20 


2 


Vaidyanath temple 


22" 


35 


Vallabha 


47 


2 


Vallabharaja 


47,48 


48 


Vaijayanti 


3 


47 


Vaisoava 42, 


44, 46, 47 


23 


Vajapeya 17, 


18, 38, 47 


11,21 


Vajranaga 


6 


49 


Varaha 


48 


6 


Var?anaga 


6 


9 


Vasi?{hiputra-CamtamQla I . . 
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Candra-&&ti 

Pulumftvi 



Vasumitra 

Vayalur 

Vcllaru 

Velurpalaiyam 

Veftgi 

Veftgora{ra 

Vidtfa 

Vijaya 

Vilasa&rman 

Vindhya 

Viohukada 

Virakorcavarman 

VirakQrca I 

Vlrakurca 

Virapurisadata 

Viravarman 

Viripara 

Vasava 

Vasudeva 
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3 Vii)u 

3, 7, 15, 16, 17 Visnugopa, Fxllava prince... 24, . 
3 42, 44, 

21 



, 30,31,32,33,44 
5, 6 

... 12, 33, 34 

37 

50, 51 

1 L 

16 

50 

2 

11,19 

25, 26, 27, 34, 45 

12, 15,33,34 

34, 45 

17, 18 

24, 25, 32, 45 



Vi$ayapati 



Virugopa, King of Kaftcl... 8, 

18,29,30,31, 

Vinugopavarman I, Prince... 24, ; 

27, 42, 

Visoiigopavarman H, Pollava king 

Visouhara 

Vinukundin ..- 20, 

Vi?riuvarman, Kadamba kin** 

Visnuvarman, General 

ViSvavasu 

Vitastara 

Vyapfta 

Vyasa 

Western Ghat 

Western Sea 

YajnaSarman 
36, 37 Yajna-Satakarni ... 3 

23- Yajnasri 
22 Yavana 
40 Yevur 
39 Yuanchwang 



